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FINAL ANSWER, &c. 


HOUGH I have already given 
general confutation to this 
Author and to all others, who 

ever have or will deny the eflential ? 

doctrine of the chriſtian religion, the. 

belief of the divinity of Chriſt, by ar- , 
guments which, being drawn from the 

ſacred fountain of THE TRUTH itſelf, 

agreeing both with reaſon and reve- 
lation, and which reſpecting truly both 
the divine nature and the human, are 

never to be controverted : though I 

have a right to expect that theſe plain 

(and which being ſo drawn may be juſtly 

called infallible) arguments, ſhould be 

anſwered, before raſh or prophane | 
men puſh their unwarrantable opinions 

B 2 any 


2 


any farther, and go on, like him, dab- 


under the imperfect direction of hu- 


knowledge, inſtead of throwing light 
upon the objects of their inquiry: 


is of more conſequence, that of due 


lame and heterogeneous ſyſtem, he is 
not to be palled by uunoticed, leſt, 


a od 
bling in. ahſtract metaphyſical ſubtleties, 


man reaſon, by ſuch weak help diſ-. 
puting eſtabliſhed articles of faith, pre- 
tending to confine the infinite being 
to laws he is not ſubject to (he who, 
as he is thus infinite, is a law to him- 
ſelf; and, as he is a ſpirit, is only 
to be ſpiritually known, in ſuch an 
imperfect manner as, by following the 
light of revelation alone able to guide 
them in ſo intricate a ſearch, weak 
mortals in preſent Rate are capable!) 
and, in ſuch vain attempts, bewildering 
and looſing themſelves, obſcuring and 
defacing the more juſt ideas of their 
minds, and confounding their better 


yet as he hath thought proper, either 
from ſuch want of knowledge, or, what 


modeſly and the ſenſe of ſhame, to pro- 
duce this Inquiry in ſupport of his 


like an Ignis Fatuus, he lead the 
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unwary chriſtian (a) into the depth of 
duplicity and prophaneneſs; for he 


hath not done this diſhonour to the 
chriſtian name like an open and avow- 


| Eq enemy, but in the garb and appear- 2 
ance of its familiar friend. 
In ſuch ſort and habit he ſets out 


in his title-page and beginning of 
his preface,” under a pretence that his 


treatiſe is to prove“ that it was the 
fame word of god, who was in the be- 
ginning with God before the creation 
of the world, that ſuffered for man- 
kind; and not any ſoul or ſpirit that 
Was afterwards created: and that the 
deſign of it is to recover to the philo- 
ſophical chriſtians this very funda- 
mental article of faith.” So far then 


is well and plauſible enough; et O ji 
fic omnia dixiſſet! yea well indeed would 


it be if the tract itſelf would give cre- 


dit and teſtimony to ſo fair preten- 


ſions! nay who could think that, after 
ſuch profeſſions, he ſhould ons one 


Pore Sec eons on and commendations arr. &© The 
Inquiry” in the London Review. To ſpeak my ſentiments 


in the moſt favourable manner of ſuch an abſurd piece of 


criticiſm, it is beſt to ſay that one Nr that the author of 
it only read its title-page. 
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of the greateſt enemies of THE. 


TRUTH? Sed fronti nulla fides ; for, 


an his Inquiry, he hath. put ſo corrupt 


and foul a gloſs upon it's pure and 
unchangeable face, that, unleſs we 
could charitably hope it hath been 
done under a cloud of Ignorance, (and 


yet groſs muſt the Ignorance be to do 


it, as ever obſcured the mind of mor- 
tal man) we ſhould! be unavoidably 
driven to ſuppoſe little leſs of him, 
than the having, in this maſk of friend- 
ſhip like another Judas, betrayed the 
Son of man with a kiſs; how horrid 
ſoever ſuch thought might be to con- 
ceive. 

But, as we are to * che beſt that 
is poſſible of all men, yea even of the 


wicked, far be it from me lo attribute 


more of an evil diſpoſition of mind 
to him than I can poſhbly avoid; 

his own judge then let him ſtand or 
fall. I ſhall therefore as fax as in me 


lies, that is, as far as the ſacred text 


of Scripture and writing by T H E 


TR UT AH againfl this Inquiry will let 


me, attribute, as I before hinted, the 


Whole to > Ignorance. And yet its Au- 


- | "thor 
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thor hath put matters ints ſo perplex · 
ed a ſituation, that it is almoſt im- 
poſhble with conſiſtence to do this 
wholly ; far there are in it ſome ſuch 
glaring. marks of apparent diſingenu- 
ity, as well as of an ill will he ſeems 
to bear againſt the eſtabliſhed Church 
of this Kingdom and all Eccleſiaſtical 
Authority in general, as can hardly 
be paſſed over by the mildeſt writer of 
ſenſe, without ſtrict ſcrutiny and due 
animadverſion, as well as the ſharpeſt 
reprehenſion. 

His own future conduct however 
will ſoon determine the matter; that 
is, how his errors have been owing to 
Ignorance ſimply: for, in that caſe, 
he will hereafter be as ready to admit 

the light of the Goſpel, as he hath 
hitherto been diſpoſed to ſhut it out 
and reject it. But may it not here be 
fairly hed. hath he not already had 
the means. of information ? Inde- 
pendent: of the ſtudy of the ſacred 
Writings, which every man may have 
acceſs to, and which are infallible to 
give proper knowledge to the well - diſ- 
arty mind, I will venture to ſay that, 
1 B 4 if 
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if he hath only read my writings, and 


it is pretty evident by his own that he 


hath, he hath not wanted the means 


of obtaining conſiderable knowledge, 
if he be but diſpoſed to make a pro- 
per uſe of them. Hath he not been 
already ſhewn the eternal diſtinction 


between Virtue and Vice; and that 


it is impoſſible for man convicted by 
his own conſcience of Sin, on ſo weak 
a bottom, to ſtand the award of the 


dread tribunal of God, were he even 


the beſt among men? that it is as im- 
poilible for the eternal, infinitely per- 
fect and omnipotent Spirit to have 
created man in ſuch a flate; and that 


his Attributes and Nature anchange- 
able will not admit that ſuch finful 
creatures ſhould be pardoned and have 


acceſs to him, by the atonement and 
mediation of any Creature imply, of 


how high an order ſoever; but only by 


a Perſon in the Divine Nature itſelf, 
in the firſt inſtance, as well as after- 
wards perfectly united to the human 


: and ſuffering for them, in the ſecond ? 


Since no man may deliver his brother, nor 


make agreement unto God for him for it 


coſt 


8255 
n 
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Wa 
coſt more, that is an infinite price, to re- 
deem ſouls : ſo that he muſt let that alone for 
ever. Pſalm xlix. 7. 8.—After fucb in- 
fallible teſtimony drawn from ſelf evi- 
dent common principles of knowledge, 
which cannot deceive, and which have 
been more or leſs aſſented to by the 
Joint concurrence of all the nations 
upon earth, upon the foot of Reaſon 
may it not this queſtion be fairly put 
with the reſt, what it is that theſe ſort 
of people would require more ? or 
what farther proof will common ſenſe 
ſay they have a right to demand? is 
not all direct evidence to be propor- 
tioned to the capacity of the mind 
which is to receive it? and muſt not 
much ſtill remain, in infinite ſubjects, 
for Faith to exerciſe herſelf upon, even 
after this? when a man ſees the Scrip- 
ture perfectly coincide with his beſt 
notions, as far as they can reach, on 
ſuch eſſential points, will he not take 
God's word for the reſt? or does he 
think, becauſe he could not under- 
ſtand the whole, that will be a pro- 
per plea for rejecting the ſufficient 
1 he might have had, as the | 
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means of his ſalvation ? it 833 of 
aſtoniſhment to me how any man that 
reads the ſacred writings, under the 
circumſtances he muſt be in, if he 
duly attends. to the motions of his 
own mind, and hath not confound- 
ed and obliterated his beſt ſentiments 
hy Pride or Obſtinacy or ſame other 
{elfiſh paſhon, could poſſibly diſbelieve, 
much more peryert them; and pro- 
duce ſuch an incoherent and confufed 
medley of ideas n ig Plaineſt 
Matters. 

In the firſt place, is it not curious 
to hear this Author talking of re- 
moving the /lumbling block out of the 


Way of Chriſtians, and yet, by the 


unavoidable tendency of his tenets, 
ſtriving to confound the firſt principles 
of 7 HE TRUTH, as united to, ona 
level with the capacity of, and open to 

the inſpection and examination of the 
human mind; and which all ingenu- 
ous ſpirits have been ever ready to 
feel and acknowledge ? (a) decrying 
Metepky/ical Arguments and the confuſion 
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_ a) Reply | to the Author of the Remarks P. vt0.10, 10. 
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thereby occaſioned, in regard of the 
queſtion of the Impaſſubility ; (b) and 
yet, after all this, falling upon the 
very ſtumbling /lone itſelf, Chriſt crucified, 
by denying, upon the authority of 
theſe very arguments, the divine nature 
of The Word, and the exiſtence of any 
ſuch perſon as the ſon of God, truly 
ſo called, and preſuming to aſſert that 
ſuch Being would be mmpaſſible ? (c) and 
all this in direct defiance of the poſi- 
tive declarations of Scripture, that the 
only begotton Jon of God took upon him, 
was intimately united to and incarnate 
in the human nature, for the very 
purpoſe of ſuffering for the fins of 
mankind ? as well as in flat contra» 
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(+) Preface to Inquiry. P. iv, v. | 
(e) It is almoſt paſt conception how men can act ſo abſurd- 
ly ; and, were nat the ſubject in regard of them, too ſolemn] 
ſerious and important, one might almoſt be tempted to ule 
the riſible words of à great poet, op this occaſion, Ve 
however it be with frail mortals, who are to have charity an 
compaſſion for one another's hind and infirmities of the 
mind, leſt peradventure they likewiſe fall into ſuch degene- 
rate and wicked error, tis certain that he that ſitteth in the 
heavens holdeth all ſuch vain and inconſiſtent attempts in de- 
riſton. Pſalm the zd. hath not the great Apoſtle to the Gen+ 
tiles already informed us, that though * the preaching Chrift 
Firs” mY to on: — a b ling 1 f oa the 
reeks (t ded wiſe and learned)“ faoliſhnels; ye 
thay — os ro © Apoſtle and their 1 all ws 
a hunulity of mind enough to receive it, “the power. 
God and the wiſdom of God 1 my A ark 
diction 


diction to all human experimental 
knowledge, as far as that will go, in 
. regard of the effects produced by the 
Anion of {piritual and corporeal Being 
il in that nature ; viz. the ſubjecting 
' —- the individual ſo united to the imper- 
5 fections of the latter, ſuch as being li- 
lj: able to ſuffer pain and a ſeparation of 
the body by death: (for, during ſuch 
perfect union, each is reciprocally 
affected by whatever the other ſuf— 
" fers; nay by means of the ſoul the bo- 
1 dy feels :) all of which we are told ſo 
1 took place in the perſon of the Word 
[| that was made fleſh, by reaſon of ſuch 
Wi - || unity of nature, and his ſubmiſhon 
q to the violence of wicked men? in 
© expreſs contradiction I ſay, not only to 
all theſe plain notices derived from our 
humanity, but, ſhould theſe have been 
liable to error, to the deciſive voice of 
revealed TR VT A itſelf! what man 
in his ſober ſenſes is there, who doth 
not land abaſhed, confounded, and 
amazed to think that theſe are Beings 
. in human ſhape; to ſee that there are 
| men in a Chriſtian Country, and very 
often under a Chriſtian Education too, 
0 . | and 
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and profeſſing to believe that holy 

Religion ; ; men, I ſay, endued with 
the noble faculties of Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding, by the right uſe of: which, 
in the belief and practice of it, they 
might, even in the preſent infirm ſlate 
of Being, ſo enlarge their capacities and 
raiſe their ſouls, as to be united to 
and able to join in harmonious con- 
| cert with the ever bleſſed ſpirits in 
heaven; who yet, labouring under a 
ſtrange infatuation of mind and de- 
generate error, by degrees grow not 
aſhamed to deny ſuch united teſlimo- 
mony ; reſiſt the infallible award of 
their own conſciences, in regard of 
this matter, and give it the lye; as 
well as the dictates of common ſenſe 
and of every juſt ſentiment of humanity, 
in their vain endeavours to confound 
the attributes of God, and raſhly ſet 
alide the eternal juſtice of their maker, 
though the very Apoſtate Spirits be- 
lieve and tremble! and all this to 
gratify what? a vain philoſophic notion 
both falſe and abſurd. Is not this fine 
Philoſophy, and a fine foundation for 
men to build on; to ſet out thus with 


e denying 


L as 

denying every juſt fentiment in the 
human nature regarding themſelves or 
the attributes of God; and from which 
alone they can duly reaſon, either 
with reſpect to the divine nature or 
their own? (a) 
Without having recourſe to ſome 
evil bent in the mind, it is impoſſible 
to account for ſuch ſtrange oppoſition 
to THE TRUTH. For my 'part, 
1 ſhall rather charitably impute it to 
an ignorant pride, than to a wicked 
obſtinacy ; and yet in either caſes dread- 
ful denunciations are threatened : (b} 
to tame pride and bring it down to 
the juſt ſtandard of humility, every 
one, who knows any thing, muſt ac- 
knowledge to be no eaſy taſk ; but if 
the Will be averſe and refiſteth the 
powerful grace of God, who can drive 
it ? 

| I do indeed readily grant, nay it is 
my own argument, in a different ſenſe 


(a) What amends will Philoſophy make for the N totally 
deſerted and given up by the THE TR UT H, the only 
knowledge worth attending to, and being finally reeted and 
left to periſh in error, as it is to be feared is too often the cafe 
of thoſe, who obſtinately perſiſt in reſiſting it? is Philoſophy 
equal in value to an human ſoul ? See my anſwer to the eri- 
tical reviewers, | 


(5) 1 WRT of St. Mark, xvi and 16. + 5 
chat 
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that we are not to meafure the divine 
perfections, by our owti imperfect no- 
tions or feelings; but ndtwithſtand- 
ing this, when the Scriptutes give their 
conſentient and confirtring voice, and 
ſpeak by and according to them, not 
metaphorically, but in ſuch plain terms 
is are not liable to be mifunderſtood, 
even by the moſt illiterate, it is fully 
apparent that we ought not to contra- 
dict ſuch double evidence. This obs 
ſervation then 1 ſhall be bold to ap- 
ply as a clear argument for our be- 
lief, that Chriſt is verily and truly the 
only begotion ſon of God, the offspring 
of the Eternal Spirit; and that his 
ſpiritual or divine nature ſuffered by 
being united to the human: and this 
will be found by and by, even upon 
metaphyſical principles agreeing with 
Scripture, to be THE TRUTH it- 
ſelf. | 0 $ | 
So much with regard to thoſe, Who 
deny the divinity of Chriſt and his 
ſufferings both, on the one hand; 
and as to ſome well-meaning and even 
learned men on the other, Who, tho 


[46,1 


not denying the former, yet, by im- 
prudently, though ignorantly,  advan-. 


cing and maintaining the impaſſubility. 


of his Divine Nature, have introdu- 
ced unawares into the Church a doc- 
trine deſtructive of the belief. of the. 
Unity of Chriſt's Perſon as God and 
Man, as well as repugnant to the per- 
fet Atonement ſaid to be made by 
him, we canhot do leſs than ſay, that 
men ſhould be careful, however good 

their intentions may be, they do not 


advance any thing contradictory to 


the revealed Word of God ; or it 
would be much better. for them not. 
to write at all, than to preſume to in- 
trude into, and decide, by. their own | 


mere authority, things they have no 


competent knowledge of. I am ſor- 
ry I am obliged to ſay thus much; 
but juſtice and ſtrict impartiality. re- 
quire that the truth be fairly ſpoken 
on this ſide of the queſtion, as it has 
been on the other. And let it be a 
caution to men, how they preſume to 
deny the Eſſential Doctrine of the 
Chriſtian Religion, Chriſt the Son of 
God and Man 2 upon any pre- 
N tert 
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in Scripture will not warrant any ſuch 
partial and pretended explanations 
in ſo doing; but is ſo plain and ex- 
| preſs to the contrary, on this great 
Article of THE T RUTH, as to need 
no comment. 
I will here aſk a lain queſtion : 
why ſhould not the extraordinary 
voice emitted, and the more extraor- 
dinary words made uſe of by Chriſt, 
before the ſeparation of his divine na- 
ture and human ſoul from the body 
by death, convince thoſe, who have a 
mind diſpoſed to receive THE TRUTH, 
of the reality of their Unton to the time 
of ſuch Separation for a while, till he 
raiſed his body by his divine nature, 


which could not die, as he had pre- 


_ Uicted (a) and was again wholly unit- 
ed to it in his Reſurrection, as well as 


it did the Centurion, no way ſo dif- 


poſed, Mark xv. g9? 
It is well worth the obſervation and 
Attention of the learned, as well as 


A _ 2 Pr 
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: (a) St. John's Goſpel, ii. 19. | 


text whatſoever. For THE TRUTH _ 
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of every one who is deſirous to enter- 


tain a genuine and juſt idea of this 


tremendous tranſaction, and of the 
ſublime nature of THE TRUTH, that 


the firſt words made uſe of by Chriſt; | 


in this moſt remarkable exclamation, 


are Elo, Eloi, (a) or Eli, Elt, (b)a word 


of the ſinglar number, and not Elokim 
(c) a plural ; as in the conſultation of 


the Perſons in the Unity of the God- 
head before the creation)of the World, 


Geneſis chap. i, words perhaps not to 


be perfectly rendered in any other lan- 


guage ; they being a pathetic addreſs 
to the ſelfexiſtent ſpirit God the Fa- 


ther himſelf; as lama ſabacthant ? {cur 


deſeris ? heu ! quare deſeruiſii?) immedi- 
ately foliowing them, are a moſt pa- 
thetic and moving expoſtulation why 


he had forſaken him, (d) at this bitter 
criſis, and delivered him up into the 


hands of wicked men to be thus cru- 


(a) Goſpel of St. Mark. xv. 34. 

(6) Matth. xxvii: 46. 

(e) See note (4) p. 15 | | | 
(a4) The Author of The Inquiry may perhaps here aſk me, 
how theſe things can be? but this is no queſtion to be put td 
a finite creature; for this great myſtery, among many others, 


is of too ſublime a nature to be comprehended in all its parts, 


by the _ and molt penetrating mind gf man. See re- 
Ply. P. . 


cified 
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cified and lain, ſeeing he was inno- 
cent; this being the proper puniſh- 
ment of the wicked, in whoſe ſtead 
he thus voluntarily ſuffered, becauſe 
this was the Ranſom found and appoint- 
edby God, and no other Atonement 
would be accepted by him. (a) 

The due conſideration of theſe things 
will give men ſome idea, if any thing 
will, of the ſtrictneſs of that Juſlice, in 
regard to the puniſhment due to Sin, 


have already ſo much inſiſted on, (0 
nagqand of the unalterable rectitude of 


"= 3s 
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nature which is in the Divine Being; 
as well as of his infinite clemency, | 
who thus ſpared not his only begotten - ö 


Son, (c) but delivered up this willing 
Sacrifice for the ſins of Men, by rea- 
ſon of his Incarnation and perfect uni- 
on with the human nature, qualified 


and appointed for that purpoſe; in 
order that he might redeem unto him- 
(a) It is true Chriſt prayed againſt drinking this cup; but 

at the ſame time, by his divine knowledge, expoſtulates with 
himſelf why he ſhould do fo, ſeeing he came in the human 
5 nature for that very purpoſe; and without his drinking it, 
D no Salvation could be wrought for Man. Goſpel of St. 
> John xii, 27. „ | | 
* (5) Harm. of The Scriptures. P. 85 to 89 and many other 
22 parts of my writings. | : 


le) See the verſes in the title- page of this treatiſe. 
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ſelf thoſe -bleſſed ſouls, which are the 


objects of his Love: that is, all thoſe 
of the human race, who are ready to 


receive, will hearken, and be obedient unts 
* TRUTH. 

To the teſtimony abovementioned, 
regarding the unity of:Chri/ts perſon dur 


ring his: ſufferings, - as well as at all 
other times, I may likewiſe add his 


uſe of the words. my Father, in his ex- 
poſtulation with Peter, when he had 


wounded the ſervant of the high prieſt, 


Matth. xxvi. 3g. after he had eee 
went his terrible agony ; words which 
he could not properly uſe, had he 
not been then the very identical, Son 
of God as well as Man united in one 
Perſon, he ſo often profeſſed himfelf to 
be. But to return in 3 to 
the Author of the Inguiry. | 
Following the example of too many 
of thoſe degenerate ſons that, in the 
preſent profane and licentious age, 


after their mother the Church of En- 
gland had bred them up or received 


them into her boſom, have 1 in return, 


* an ungrateful perkdy, endea- 
voured 


k A —_— vw ** * * 
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[ 21 I 8 
voured to ſtrip her naked, nay, to pray 
upon her vitals, he hath levelled all 
his metaphyſical Artillery to batter dawn 
the Homooufian Doctrine. Conſcience 
indeed has been pleaded in this mats 
ter; and it is allowed, when fairly 
made uſe of, that ſuch plea would be 
valid. But to what end all theſe un- 
natural efforts; and to anſwer what 


| purpoſe? if the word Confubſtantial 


ſhouid be even allowed to be a term 
inadequate, and not capable.of giving 
a competent idea. regarding the juſt 
diſtinction of the Perſons and their ſi- 
militude of nature: and union in the 
Unity of the Godhead, will it then fol- 
low that Chryt Fefus is not in the Unity 
of that Godhead by ng, means; nor 
that the divine natur «ka has bleſſed 
perſon, when united to the. human, 


(a circumſtance in the Predicate with 


conſequences, by :teaſon of unity of 
perfon, which too many do not ſeem 
to have properly attended to) is not 


liable to ſuffering, nor a fit oblation 


for the ſins of- mankind, againſt the 


decifive voice of Scripture ; nor that 
ET INN i C cf the 


4 
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the Heterodox ought, not to be kept 
within due bounds. rol 11% 

i | I have already fully ſhewn in ano- 
| =! ther place (a) that it is not the buſineſs 
il, of finite men in a ſtate of degeneracy, 
0 without any ground to ſtand on, to 
. pPretend to draw out a ſet of fineſpun 
4 ſtradt melaphyfical arguments; for the 


ä 2 A 2 
* „03 _ —— — . 


bj purpoſe of denying. the mode of: the 9 
1107 exiſtence of the deity and the incar- 


ih nation and-ſufferings of Chriſt, as de- 
clared to be, and propoſed for our 
109 belief, in the revelation of God, nor 
he that of Divines in particular to ſet. 
Wy | Scripture at variance with itſelf : (6) 
WW | their proper bulitieſs is to ſhew it to be 
0 cConſiſtent; but this Author with the 
100 utmoſt want of preciſion or a barefaced 
5 duplicity, like Janus with a double 
wh | face, hath not ſcrupled to admit the 
Wi divine nalure of Chriſt in words, » (c) 


> though:he: afterwards denies it : nay 
8 more, not content with denying the te- 
. FEES anf of Scriptures in general in this 
ms — — — ⅛—ĩ— — — | 
N ä 


| 11881 | (a) "Spy Rep y P. 6, 7. 3 1 
(i 150 mony of THE TRUTH: P: 28; r 
. 49 Seadeginning of 5 er. | 47 


E99 ͤĩ ann 


D_ 


1 


matter, hath, in a particular and re- 


markable inſtance, handled the word of 


God unfairly, with the groſſed igno- 


rance or the baſeſt diſingenuity; ſince 
the Apoſtle, who informed him * that 


it was the Word, that was in the be- 
ginning with God, that ſuffered for 
mankind,” hath, in direct terms, aſ- 


ſerted, that that Word was God. (a) Are 


are theſe the methods, are theſe the. 


ways whereby he propoſes to bring 


back THE FAITH to its primitive” 


fimplicity ? is this the Faith the com- 


mon people are ſaid to be in poſleſhon: 
of 2. - E-: 20 flap 
. If we are not to depend upon Coun- 


cils, (6b) nor are to follow Creeds, but 


Scripture is to-ſpeak for itſelf, Why let 
it ſo ſpeak. In the beginning was the. 


—— 


(a) I muſt here do Mr. L—y the juſtice to acknowledge 


at he was more diſcerning and honeſt than to do this. 

. (5) But to anſwer what purpoſe then would he have a Na 
tional Council called ? is the preſent ſtate of this Nation like- 
Iy, with better agreement and more harmonious, concord 
among the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, to produce a better 
ice of Faith, than others have done, according to him, 
1f the ſame degenerate circumſtances, and whoſe conduct in 
ſuch. matters he ſo heartily condemns ?. but I had forgot 
Every one is to chuſe for himſelf, be under no reſtraint of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Government, pay no more Obedience in religious, 
than too mauy ſeem now diſpoſed to do in civil matters: a 


| fine and hopeful ſcheme truly] 


| 3] 
TOP | Word, 


1 1 
Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God; Tue ſame was in the 


beginning with God, All things were made 


by him, and without him was no- any thing 
made, that was made. Is this the lan- 
guage, are theſe the ſentiments of the 
fictitious Bonj. Ben Mordecai? will this 
agree with his notion that the divine 
nature is impaſſible in the Son of God. 
truly ſo called, when it is farther. de- 
clared in Scripture, that this ſame 
Word, who is here faid to exiſt in the 
Godhead, when united to the human 
nature, a circumſtance in the Predicate 
with conſequences, as I before ob- 
ſerved, which too many have not du- 
Iy confidered, but unfortunately over- 


looked). ſuffered for the fins of man- 
kind? what if ſome called Athanafians 


.have denied this ? the Athanafien creed 
doth not deny it. What is it this 
Author, who thus ignorantly or dil- 
ingenuouſly endeavoureth to change 
the TRUTH of God into a Lie, and 
exalteth the creature againſt the cre- 
ator,” (a) would be at? is this Word 


(a) Epiſt, to the Romans. i; 25. 
that 


[a } 
that made all things,” according to 
him, creator or ereature if he dares 
ſay creature; why doth he talk of 
an atonement, yet deny there has 
been any made to appeaſe the anger, 
and reconcile the juſtice and merey of 
the infinite Spirit? (a) if creator; why 
doth he abſurdly deny his divinity, 
and, though pretended to explode 
Socintaniſm, ſettle in the dregs of Axi- 
aniſm? or elſe, by denying his Uhity 
with the Father, be à ſetter up of more 
Gods than One, the very ching he 
ſo much inveighs n in in the opini- 
ons of others? doth he think Pfiloſo- 
phic Chriftians will admit of ack Pro- 
ceedings as theſeꝰ 

Whatever however he may think, 
I muſt here once again inform kim, 
that there is no taking up Chriſtianity 
thus by halves; and that, if 2 
men vainly attempt ſo to do, they 
muſt profane the Word of T ﬀ 2 
TR UT H, deface it and ſet at variemee 
it's unerring teſtimony. It would even 


1 — 


ass 


la) See ""__ P. ä 
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appear more conſiſtent for ſuch, with⸗ 
out any further ceremony, to deny 
the whole of revelation at once: and 
yet, ſhould they do ſo, they would 
not be in a niuch better condition 
neither; for, in rejecting a Revela- 
tien Which alone contains the terms 
of peace and reconciliation, between 
fintul creatures and their moſt per- 
fe and offended maker, they muſt 
thereby give their, conſcience the lye, 
which is perpetually convicling them 
"of fin, if hey have any conſcience 
left; and lay themſelves open to the 
juſtice of that infinite Being, who is 
greater than their conſcience and 
knoweth all things. (a) So dreadfully 
deſperate is the ſituation of thoſe, if 
it be ſe that they do it wilfully, whos: - 
either deny or blaſpheme the ſacred 
and inyariable Oracles of God. 
Though, after ſuch manifeſt and 
grols abſurdity, one can hardly be 
ſurprized at any thing which proceeds 
from this author; yet it is certainly 
_ extraordinary. to find him advancing 


(a) St. Jobn's if iv. 20. 


2 


ry to the expreſs teſtimony: of the 
_ Scripture, which aſſigns the :attfibutes 


L 1 


that divines have much te anfwer for, 


who have inttoduced ſuch diffieulties 
in the way of truth; which, for many 
ages, have prevented] the propagation 
of Chriſtianity among Jews, Mahe⸗ 
matans and Deiſts: fa) and that it is 
in vain for Chriſtian Divines to com 


plain, as they do, of che increaſe ef 
Deiſm; when he himſelf is the great 


Patron of Deiſm.—For What is Ariani/mM 
but Deiſm under another ferm are 


they not all alike, according to: THE: 


TRUTH, tramplers en the Lerd that 


bought them, by denying his Divini⸗ 


ty in | ſupport. of à falſe poſition; 
that God is nume ricniiꝰ One, eontras 


of the Deity to each 6Þ the three 
Perſons in the Unity | , the: Godlead, 
preſerving only the pre-eminent diſs 


tinction due to the Father, becauſe 


he is the ſelf-exiſtent- ſpirits the great 


{ource of all Being? if then thus de- 


Wing the Divinity of Chriſt be- es 


** True 24 likez though in dnorher Rage 
1 ting 
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ſiſting, nay, blaſpheming the Word 
of revealed TRUTH, which moſt cer- 
tainly is the caſe ; how will this au⸗ 
thor exculpate himſelf, whatever his 


intentions may be, from the dread- 
ful charge of having added his ſhare 


to the grand ſtock of Abfurdity and 


Praſaneneſs, mms and Condi: 


fion ? 
Notwithſtanding all his falſe argu- 


ments and futile objections drawn 


ſrom abſtract — ſubtleties, 


 thuje profane and vain babblings and op- 


pofifions of ſcience, faiſly fo called, where- 

by he impotently endeavoureth to dif- 
pute and dareth to deny, on account 
of Chriſt's ſufferings, that ' the Word 
is God, as well as the.confiftence of 
the Being of the 80n from and with 
the Father, and conſequently, could 


be but have feen it, the redemptio 


he hath given to fallen man, that 


fundamental article of faith which he 
* — pretends to have recovered te 


to iPhilofophic Chriſtians; notwith- 
8 allo his falſe ſuggeſtions in 


another 


1 


IH 
* 


he endeavoureth to prove and hath 
preſumed to allert chat all creatures, 


herior to it all: nay, | the Divinity of 


[ a9 J 


another place of. his Inquiry, whereby 


and men in particular, by reaſon of 


being made by God. the common fa- 


ther of all created Being, may as 
well be called his ſons as Chriſt him- 
felf ; notwithſtanding, I ſay, all this 


and as much more of abſurd, unna» 


tural and baſe Infidelity, as ever pro- 


fane mortals ſhall be able to add to 


it, THE TRUTH will, ever ſlill riſe, ju- 


Chriſt is fo clear from the words. of 


Scripture, as to be proved therefrom 
by a logical $yllogim. Jeſus Chriſt or 
The Word is THE 2 RUTH; THE 
TRUTHis infiniteand immutablyexiſt- 
ent; that which changeth not; is the 
ſame yeſterday, t to-day,and for ever :(a) 


no being is infinite and thus immuta- 


ble but God; (6) therefore Jeſus Chriſt | 
is God. * * Chriſt is the Reſur- 
reclion and the Le: : none is fo but 


Rn * n 
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(> 80 ] 


the Creator of all things : God alone 
is that Creator; therefore Jeſus Chriſt 
is God, Chriſt is the final Judge of 
all men ; he muſt therefore be om- 
niſeient and omnipotent: (a) none is 
ſo but God ; therefore Chriſt is God. 
ln faq the arguments, as 1 have 
already more than once obſerved, for 
THE TRUTH are endleſs. So much 
then for logical proofs; now for meta- 
phyſics; ſinee nothing but theſe two 
will ſerve the turn of theſe Literati, 
theſe pretended learned. /b) . . 
No one, who rightly and duly con- 
fidereth the nature of the Eternal 

Mind or Spirit, the infinite Energy 

and almighty Power, as well as /imple 
nature of a /elfexi/tent Being, firſt cauſe 
of all things, can admit that he could 
remain alone, that is, thus imply in 
ſpirit, or numerically One, as Unbe- 


- 7 


) Harmony of the Scriptures. P. 12 to 16. 


a . 

0 Let this author. who. prides himſelf ſo in his Philoſophy, 
and lays ſuch ſtreſs on Metaphyſics now attend to thoſe truly 
ſo called | and I belieye I may without arrogance ſay pretty 
near the height of them, in regard of the human powers, 
aided in a commen manner by THE TRUTH, in holy writ ; 
not theſe which reſiſt it and Scripture, but which accord and 
agree with both, TY 


K lievers 


Ty | 
lievers have it; but muſt be aware, 
from Reaſon guided by Revelation 
in its ſearch, that he mult have be- 
gotten Being in his own nature; that 

is, from all: Eternity have produced 
his own eternal and infinite Ideas, 
that infinite, energetic (a) ſpiritual Be- 
ing in the Divine Nature called in 
Scripture his. Son, (being thus pro- 
duced, . begotten and brought into 
Being by him, and him only) (b) his 
Wiſdom, the Word and THE TRUTH; 
and that created Being, without: this 
intelligent Spirit, The Son, could not 
be made by him. ( 2 <p 


＋˙— 


N — — — 
(a) Hebrews iv, 12. | 3 LES: 
(5) I muſt here plainly tell the Author of The Tnguiry that 

he might be aſhamed, if he hath any ſhame left in him, of 

having produced ſuch abſurd, low, obſcene and bl-ſph-:m-z 

{tuff as he hath offered, by way of giving the opinians 

others and his own denial of this ſublime point, the eternal 

Generation of the Son of God. gt 
(c) Though Scripture or the Word of Ged will net cons 

deſcend to treat nor reaſon with thoſe who are diſpeſed te re- 

fit and reject its teſtimony, no more than Ehrilt would in- 
dulge the Phariſees of old with an immediate ſign from heaven, 
in confirmation of his Doctrine and Miſſion, they unreaſon⸗ 
| ably and wickedly required of him, having already rejected 
the plain evidence thereof, the Miracles he wreught, and blaf= 
phemed the Power whereby he performed them z and were 
therefore by no means ready to attend and hearken to, had it 
been granted: yet it is remarkably obſervable, that it is plain 
nay even phzloſopbically plain, to every well diſpeſed rational 

and acute Inquirer; doth not preclude the way fo a 

vut hath afforded the ample and ſure means, If rightly uſed, 
Ws | of 


I m3 
Now in this eternally exiſtent Wiſ- 
dom or Ideas of God the Father, call- 
ed The Word, being reſident the Ex- 
emplers or Patterns of all created Be- 
ing; this Son of God is therefore ſaid 
E | in Scripture to be The firſt-born of 
i every Creature” the Great ARCHE- 
| TYPE of all Things: and becauſe. 
= *heſe ate infinite and immutabiy ex- 
= itent in the Divine Nature as is the 
Eternal Spirit who begat them; there- 
| fore this infinite, incomprehenſible, di- 
Vine, intelligent ſpirit, The Son, is ſaid 
i 0 be The glorious brightneſs and 
| the expteſs Image of The father: is 
f not that ſelfexiſtent Spirit, but hath 
ö Being by and from Him; and thus 


f vf obtaining it, even in regard of ſubjects of the moſt ſub- 
lime nature. From this extraordinary inſtance then ſuffer me 
to inculcate an Obſervation I ſhall hereafter, God. granting me 
life and health, have particular eccaſion to make uſe of and 
apply, when I come to treat of ſubjects in Natural Philoſophy, 
according to my Promiſe ; viz. that THE TRUTH or Know- 
ledge is not ſo far off, hid and recondite,.as Men in general are 

» 4 apt to think. Unfortunately for them, they are ever thus 
ſearching for things at-a diſtance, which-lye immediately under 
their Inſpection; and have injuſtly placed the attainment. of 
Wiſdom, in exactly following thoſe preciſe rules, which hu- 
man Reaſon led on by Pride hath. adopted; depending falfly 
on and endeavouring to eſtabliſh thoſe things as principals, 
which are but the means of obtaining it; and thoſe only when 
' rightly uſed : no wonder they, amidſt ſuch confufion of er- 2 
"ror, ſo ſimple, nice, and delicate au object as THE TRUTH, 1 
"thauld eſcape their Notice. 5 . * 
| the 
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the Eternal Spirit is Prolific, and ano- 
ther infinite, uncreated, divine in- 
telligent Spirit is produced, who 
is of the ſame infinite and unchang- _ 
able Nature and Being. — Beſides, 
even in regard of eternal Exiſtence 
and Duration itſelf, in the com- 
mon ſenſe of it, we cannot take from 
the Eternity of The Son, without im- 
puting imperfection to the eternally 
thus Prolific Spirit, The Father, by 
ſuppoſing he could be without his 
TRUTH, as I have already obſerved. a} 
As THE TRUTH, or Word is thus' 
the Offspring of the Father, who hath 
given him thus an eternal Being, and 
to have Life and unchangeable Exiſt- 
ence in himſelf even as the ſelfexiſtent 
ſpirit, the Father hath Life in himſelf, 
he is moſt properly called his Son 
and truly is ſo, as before obſerved, 
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(a) Seeing this was the caſe from all eternity, in regard of 
the Being of the Father and the Son, ſome men may here im- 
pertinently aſk me (what I have been ſurprized at ſeeing, even 
in the writings of Authors of good repute, how it came to 
paſs, that fo infinitely perfect and benificent a Being as God 
_ did not create the World ſooner? to whom I will make an- 
{wer by another queſtion. Is it poſſible for rational Creatures 
to be ſo ignorant as not to know, that there is no ſooner or 
later in Eternity, e 
(5) St. John's Goſpel v. 26. 


As 


E 

As The Word or Wiſdom of The Father: 
is diſtin from the eternal ſelfexiſtent 
Spirit who begat him ; and hath infi- 
nite communication and union with 
him. The Son then ſuffered and not 
the Father; and by the aid and co- 
operation of the former were all things 
made; for, without The TRUTH or 
Wiſdom, or infinite, ſpiritual, energe- 
tic, exiſtent Ideas of the Father, which 
is The Word or Spiri“ The Son, hey 
.could not have been. | 
Thus the Son is in the Father and 
the Father in the Son, in the Unity 
of the Godhead, according to Chriſt's 
own expreſſions, recorded in the Gol- 
pel of St. John, chap. xiv. verſes 10 
and 11.—And thus there is one 
God the Father, of whom are all 
things; and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by whom are all things ;” according 
to the firſt to the Corinthians viii, 6. 
To ſay therefore that the Father is 
without the Son, or the Son without 
the Father, in the Unity of the God- 
head which created all Things, is a 
direct Lye to THE TRUTH and a 
blaſ- 


1 


blafphemy againſt God. 4% much for 
the Metaphyſical Explanation . of the 
three firſt Verſes of St. John's Goſpel, 
&c.—Judge now, ye Learned! if it be 
not infinitely conſiſtent that he, (who 
thus plainly and undeniably appears, 
both from Revelation and Reaſon, to 
have infinite abſolute Being as God, 
in the boſom of the Father; who is, 
in the infinite, ſpiritual, energetical 
and exiſtent ideas or Wiſdom of God, 
his Word and the firſt-born of every 
Creature, and after whoſe ſtupendous 


= Image, as an Archetype, all things were 


created, our Souls and Bodies) ſhould, 

by taking on him the human Nature, 
and therein ſuffering, by the will of 
the fel-exiltent Spirit the Father and 
his own Obedience thereto, and delire 
to do fo, for the ſins of degenerate 
Creatures originally made perfect after 
his likeneſs, and incapable of being 
ſaved by other means, be the Reſtorer 
oi Mankind? 

In fact, the account here given of 
the eee Generation of the Son of 
God is full and conſiſtent, as to be 
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L 1 
fairly called abſolute proof from Re- 
velation, and upon the belief of the 
Being of a God; and what con- 
firms its truth is, that it will agree 
with every paſlage in Scripture upon 
the ſubject : doth not ſet thoſe ſacred 
Writings at variance. Wheſo then denzeth 
the Son hath not, that is denieth the 
Father ; (a) might as well ſay that there 
is no God, as deny his Son, his Word, 
his TRUTH, his Wiſdom : for the ſelf- 
exiſtent Spirit muſt thus neceſſarily 


produce Being eternally in his own. 


Nature ; and without The Word no 


work of Creation could have been 


performed. Artianiſm then, or the _— 
nying the divine nature of Chriſt, 


plainly akin to, nay the very "icy | 


as Deiſm; and they are both alike 
abſurd, falſe and prophane. % 

This ſpiritual being in the Divine 
Nature, who is thus infinite and in- 
comprehenſible as the Father is, and 
ſecond to none but him, is that Ache 
or Word, that intelligent Spirit co-ex- 
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(6) See p. 23. Alſo Harmony of Script, P, nn. 
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iſtent with him, /a) who is properly 
called in the Nicene Creed. God of 
_ God, light of light, very God of very 
God,“ he being * the brightneſs of 
the glory of the Father, and the ex- 
preſs Image of his Perſon ;” ( the 
eternal and infinite Exemplar of all 
Fitneſs and Propriety, moral as well 
as natural, of all created Being both 
in the ſpiritual and material World: 
by whoſe co-operation then * the 
Worlds were made ; by whom and 
for whom all things were created ; 
who 1s before all things, and by whom 
all things conſiſt: /c) whole infinite- 
ly powerful and. divine Action and 
Energy is ** more quick and piercing 
than a two-edged Sword; and in 
. Whoſe ſight all things are manifeſt.” /d 
This is He who, when united to the 
human Nature, became the great Rod 
out of the flem of Jeſſe; who ap- 
peared to the great prophet Iſaiah, 


(2) Goſpel of St. John i, and 1. 

(5) Hebrews 1, 3. 

(c) Goſpel of St. John 1. 3. eat 1. 2.>Coloſhans i. 
16, 17.—Paſlages before quoted in Harmony of the Scriptures. 

(4) Hebrews iv. 12, 13. 
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© coming from Edom, with dyed gar- 
ments from Bozrah, clothed in glori- 
ous Apparel, and travelling in the 
greatneſs of his ſtrength ; who alone 
treadeth the Wine-preſs of the Fury 
and Wrath of almighty God,” and 
confoundeth all his Enemies; ruling 
the Nations with a Rod of Iron, 
ſmiting them with the Sword of his 
mouth, /a) and with the breath of his 
Lips ſlaying the wicked; {b) that great 
arm of the Lord which hath cut Rahab 
{c) and wounded the Dragon: /d) he 
that is faithful and true; THE KING 
OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” 

This is He that delivered man, when, 
according to the thoughts, or in regard 
of the powers of all created Beings, an 
interceſſor could no where be found; 
ſe) who therefore alone * ſpeaketh, 
judgeth, and reigneth a King in Righ- 
— and is mighty to fave: PE t) 


TY 
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175 THE TRUTH, 


5) See Ifaiah xi. 1, 4.—Ixiii. 1, 3.—Pſalm ii. g—and Reve- 
lation of St. John xix. 11 to 16 incluſive. 
(e) Idolatry. 


(4) The Devil or Satan. Ses Iſaiah li, 9. 
(e) Iſaiah lix. 16. 


9 * xxxii. 1. Ixili. 1. Revel 19. 11. 
who 


[ wo 1 


who wipeth away tears from all Faces; 
and hath: ſwallowed up Death in Vic- 
tory: (a) whoſe name is therefore 
called Wonderful. — (b) Counſellor. —{c) 
The Mighty God. (d) The Everlaſting 
Father.—(e) The Prince of Peace. (f) 


(a Iſaiah xxv. 8. Alſo the fuſt of Corinthians xv. 54, 57 


and Revelations xxi. 4. 

(b) In regard of his Generation and infinite wonderfal, 
Nature, Power and Being, both as God, and Mediator between 
God and Man. | | 

(c) As being the great Counſellor in the Divine Nature 
The Word, THE TRUTH The Wiſdom of God. 

R (d) Being truly the ſecond Perſon in the Unity of the God. 
ead. a 

(e) Becauſe he is eternal in his Nature, one with the Fa- 
ther, and co- operated in the work of Creation. 

(/) Becaule he alone is the Reconciler, hy his ſufferings, of 
the divine attributes of Juſtice and Mercy; the only Mediator 
between God and Man; as well as becauſe that, if Men would 
hearken and be obedient to his Voice, THE TRUTH, and let it 
have its natural and fall effect, it would infallibly introduce 
ſuch general rectitude of Sentiment and Conduct, as to re- 
ſtore and preſerve Order, and eſtabliſh univerſat Peace and 
Harmony upon Earth, according to that of the Prophet 
Ifaiah. Chap. xi.— We ſhould hear ne more of difference of 
Opinions, Diſputes, Controverſies and Animoſities; of na 
malicious Slander or Detraction. The mad Projects of reltleſs 
Ambition would drop into nothing and vaniſh : Wars would 
ceaſe in all the World. There would be neither Tyfanny nor 
Oppreſſion to be complained. of on the one hand, nor Diſ- 
obedience and rebellious Reſiſtance on the other; no Profligacy 
of Manners, luxurious Extravagance, nor vain and empty 
Pride; nor their certain conſequences, Corruption of the in- 
ferior ranks, Rapine, Extortion, Injuſtice and Cruelty. There 
would be no Tumults, no Inſurrections, Battle, Bloodſhed 
nor Murder ; nor any of the reſt of that horrid train of Evils, 
which at preſent inteſt, afli& and diſgrace human Nature: 
and which are the infallible and dire conſequences which ever 
have proceeded and will flow from the ignorant, obſtinate, 
_ rebellious and wicked Reſiſtance of it, But in their plea 
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++ This is that“ glorious, everlaſting, 
univerſal and * true light, which 
lighteth every Man that cometh into 
the World,” (a) of which the ſun 1s 
a faint emblem ; (b) and hereby know 


would ſucceed Integrity, benevolent Love, Compaſſion, and 
Charity, all thoſe upright, benign and friendly Virtues, which 
ennoble and exalt our nature. 

(a) Goſpel of St. John i. 9.—If then Men will receive 
THE TKUTH, they may; but they cannot produce that Being, 
who hath abſolute unchangeable exiſtence by, and in the boſom 
of, God the Father from all Eternity, which they cannot 
alter. I wiſh the Pride of Philoſophy would well conſider this ; 
for, in ſuch Efforts, they vainly preſume to aſſert to them- 
ſelves the Power of God: and, copying after the impious 
Builders of old, ſeem to direct their bold attempts even againſt 
the very throne of God, | x 

(5) After the diſciples had been aſſured that ſome among 
them ſhould not taſte of Death, till they had ſeen the & King- 
dom of God come with Power, Mark ix. 1.— The three great 
Apoſtles, Peter, James, and John were favoured with & ocular 
Demonflration of this immenſe and ſupreme Dignity, this 
tranſcendent and infinite Glory of their Divine Maſter, in 
wuom {{Þ davelleth all the fullneſs of the Godhead boatly ; while 
a Voice from Heaven declared him to be the Son of the molt 
high. If only one fingle Perſon who hath been baptized into 
THE FAITH, and inſtituted a Divine of the Church of En- 
gland, inſtead of many hath diſputed ſuch teſtimony, ell it not 
in Gath, publiſh it not in the flreets of Aſtelon: leſt the Enemies 
of the Proteſtant Religion rejoice, leſt the Abettors of Idolatry 
triumph. Nay, the Divinity of Chriſt is fo far from wanting 
Evidence to ſupport it; that I will andertake to prove it 
from the authoritative and infinitely powerful and pre- eminent 
mode of ſpeaking in one Paſſage only. I AM, faith God: 
Y WILL, BE THOU CLEAN; faith Chriſt: and again, 
Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, but my Words ſball NOT paſs 
away. 1 

As J have been upon the ſubject of the Transfiguration, I will 
here give my Fellow Creatures of both Sexes c uſeful in- 
ſtructions how, by faintly copying after the Divine Perfections, 
as far as their weak nature is capable, they may exalt and 
adorn that nature, even in the preſent ſtate. Is any One then 
ftudious of Dignity, let him not think to attain it by Pride, 
the affected Superiority of pretended Learning, vain 8 
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we THE TRUTH, which thus eter- 
nally exiſts in the divine Are, The 
Word, The Son, and he in The Father, 
(a) through the inſtruction of that moſt 
Holy and bleſſed Spirit of Truth, who 
proceedeth from them, and is ever 
united with them in the Unity of the 
Godhead, *f From the Spirit of Er- 
ror. For God, who commanded the 
Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, () hath 


Rank in Life, or the goods of Foitune ; but let bim clothe 
himſelf in Simplicity and Integrity of manyers; in the Meck. 
neſs of Wiſdom. Let him put on the hright robe of Righ- 
teonſneſs in THE FAITH ; while true Fortitude and Benevo- 
| lence ot mind thine forth in his Countenance and give it a 
Luſtre, which nothing can tarniſh ; but which. will be gra- 
dually on its increaſe, till it be finally perfe&ed in Glory, in 
the next World ; what it ſhall reſemble, in ſome faint degree, 
that of his Divine Maſter.—In regard of Women, Modeſty 
and Meckneſs are the Characteriſtic of the Sex, as formed and 
endowed by the Creator; if then theſe are wanting, nothin 
will ſupply their place, and make up the Deficiency : but if 
to theſe are joined Senſibility and true Virtue, they will add 
grace to Beauty, and give her her higheſt Poliſh and moſt re- 
tined look: will inform Features otherwiſe at beſt but dead 
and lifeleſs, if not totally changed, and the Face disfigured by 
contrary pathons. b 

(a) Romans ix. 1 and i. 25. 

(5) I have already obſerved in a Note in the Harmony of The 
Scriptures, p. 31, 32, that the eſſentiais or radicals at leaſt, 
of all Language reſide in the boſom of the Divine Logos. It 
3s certainly extraordinary, that the word Elobim made uſe of 
by Moſes, that name of God ſo expreſſive of the true mode of 
his exiſtence, among a People appointed fo be inſtruments 
of preſerving the knowledge of the true God, of communi- 
cating to other nations ſuch true mode of his Exiſtence,“ and 
propagating THE FAITH in the world, ſhould be of the plural 
number. Beſides, before the creation of Man, God faid 
let us.” Now, notwithſtanding what has been weakly urged 


p * Reply p. 11. f 
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wy 
ſhined in our hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the Glory of God, 
in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt.” (a) Can 
words be more exprels to give Ideas 


that are conſiſtent with the above? in 


fact THE TRUTH in ſacred Writ is 
ſo clear and plain, as to inſtruct the 


by the opponents of THE TRUTH, that this is a mode of ſpeak- 
ing, agreeable to that made uſe of by Princes and great Per- 
ſonages, here is evidently a Conſultation in the Divine Nature, 
as the late learned Sir John Thorold and others have well uh. 
ſerved ; for who could God the Father thus conſult with, bur 
the Perſons in the Divine Nature? moreover, „God ſaid 
Jet us make Man in our Image.”| God hath given Man a 
Being <* compounded of Soul and Body intimately united fo as 
to become one Subject, which, notwithſtanding any change 
or ſeparation by Death, when united again in the Reſurrec- 
tion will continue to all Eternity, and be therefore repreſen- 
tative of his own eternal Being. The Mind or Spirit of Man 
can alſo entertain Viſdom; tho' it cannot produce it or bring 
it into Being, as the ſelfexiſtent Spirit, the Father, hath done 
in the Perſon of The Word. He hath alſo a power of ſelf De- 
termination: and if his Mind was united with the Spirit of 
Truth proceeding from the Father, and the Son, and his Vi 
with that Lowe, which 1s reſident in the Divine Nature, and 
proceedeth from the Will of God, God would then truly dawell 
in him, and be in God; for God is Lowe. & It appears then clear- 
ly from: hence, that he was originally created by the Divine 
Being, in his own Image; aſter the likeneſs of his own moſt 
perfect Nature, ſo far as a Creature could partake of it. The 
original Dignity of man's Nature is therefore undoubtedly 
great, Well then would it become them, in ſome meaſure to 
reſtore that Image by endeavouring to attain ſubſtantial and 
true Wiſdom and Virtue, by following the means appointed 
to that End; and which only are ſufficient for it, and not far- 
ther debaſe it, and degrade their Nature and blind their Under- 
ſanding by a little and contemptible Pride without Know- 
ledge, or pervert their Faith by a wicked Obſtinacy. 
(a) 2d Epiſt. to the Corinthians iv. 6. 


}} Genefis i. 26. 
+ Agreement of Reaſon, &c* p. 13. 
8 St. John's Epiſt. iv. 16. 


moſt 
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moſt ignorant, unleſs wilfully ſo; and 


the force of it is not to be avoided 


nor reſiſted, without abſurdity, and 
confuſion of Face, even by the moſt 
artful, or daring and hardened Infi- 
tet? 

If then the Goſpel be hid, it 1s 
hid to them that are loſt : in . whom 
the God of this World hath blinded 
the minds of them that believe not, 
leſt the light of the glorious Goſpel of 
Chriſt, who is in the image of God, 
ſhould ſhine unto them.” (a) For he that 
knoweth God hearkeneth unto his 
TRUTH : ( or in Chriſt's own words, 
He that is of God heareth God's 
words ; they therefore that hear them 
not, are not of God:“ (c) that is, have 
not that humble and obedient mind 
neceſſary to receive THE TRUTH ; (d) 
for he that loveth him that begat, 


loveth him alſo that is begotten of 


bim: (e) that is, with the ſame Ar- 
dor, truth and fincerity as 1 doth 


| (a) Second to tne Corinthians iv, 3,4. 
(% Ap reeable to St. John's Epiſtle i iv. part of 6th verſe. 
(c) St. John's Goſpel viii. 47+ | 
(4) Reply p. 12.13. 
(e) St. John's Epiſtle v. 1. 
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the Father, with all his Heart and 
with all his Soul, and not with any 
inferior degree of Love, as he loveth 
the creature, | 8 

I hope I may be allowed now to 
have ſufficiently proved my firſt Po- 
fition and Aſſertion, in the begin- 
ning of my Reply to the Author of 
the Remarks, viz. © That I knew (a) 


— 


(a) I muſt here take the liberty of referring Deiſts in ge- 
neral, to that remarkable and even memorable Addreſs I 
preſented to them in the year 1770, at the end of my treatiſe, 
called © The Agreement of Reaſon,” &c. A work the Cri- 
tical Reviewers thought proper to paſs over with that cool, 
depreci..ting, curſory mode of Criticiſm, they always ſo 
kindly make uſe of, when books do not correipond with that 
peculiar taſte, both for ſubject and writing, they have thought 
proper, ignorantly or arrogantly, to adopt. And let me de- 
lire them and all who hold ſuch ſentiments z according to the 
mode of expreſſion I made uſe of upon another occaſion, in 
regard of a ſubject of a very intereſting nature, which they 
made ſo free with, to peruſe it over and again” for their ad- 
vantage. TI have many things to ſettle with theſe Gentlemen, 
which I ſhall do in due Time and Order; and ſhall begin 
here with informing them, in the words a great Poet 
made uſe of concerning the power of Nature, that Veritatem 
expellant Furca tamen uſque recurret. But it ſeems, according 
to them, I am under a degree of infatuation, I am allowed 
indeed to believe what I write to be true, „ but am under a 
Deluſion.” Let me hear of no more ſuch vain and arrogant 
pietences to ſuperior knowledge in them, without any pro- 
per foundation to ſupport them; for matters, in regard of 
theſe Subjects, are now ſo far elucidated, that it will be in vain 
for the Pride of wretched Mortals to reſiſt THE TRUTH any 
longer : nay, what I alone have written under the Auſpices 
and Power of it is, and ever will be ſufficient to confound all 
its Oppolers. I have already ſhewn them that I hold the num- 
ber of my Antagoniſts of ſmall account, when it is concerned: 
and if what I have told and have ſtill to tell them be unwel- 
come to their ears, they who ra/bly began and impotently 
endeavour to ſupport the controverſy, have none but them- 
{ſelves to thank for it; for I ſhall infallibly let them know, 

| | | whether 


1%. | 
Mr. Burgh's Scriptural Confutation' 
of Mr. Lindſey's Apology was, in ma- 
ny Capital Inſtances, faithful and ac- 
cording to THE TRUTH.” And one 
would have' thought ſomething leſs 
than Demonſtration, grounded both 
on Scripture and Reaſon, might have 
ſerved to convince Men of the Divi- 
nity of Chriſt; or, if ,unhappily that 
cannot be the caſe, at leaſt to ſilence 
them. For what infidel ſhall now be 
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whether they will or not, that ſterling judgment and true cri» 
ticifſm, more eſpecially that reſpecting the ſacred Writings, is 
not a Province ſo oath to he uſurped as many ſeem now a- 
days to think; nor a taſk fit to be fo ignorantly aſſumed and 
wantonly exerciſed by every paltry dabbler in and vain Preten- 
der to tvblime Science, as to the utter ſhame and diſcredit of 
many in this Nation, who preſume to call themſelves learned, 
it hath been of late years. May my teſtimony, for the good 
or mankind, remain then upon Record againſt all ſuch. And 
if they have no regard for their own Welfare, yet have one 
grain of modeſty left, let them at leaſt forbear to peſter the 
public with their abſurd Productions, and infeſt mankind 
with their pernicious Tenets any longer, nor force me contra- 
ry to my intention or defire, to take up the pen once more 
againſt them; for I ſhall perhaps handle it in ſuch a manner, 
and write in ſuch a ſtrain, as ſhall awaken the Underitandin 
and humble the pride of the moſt ſtupid and inſenſible, and 
Pierce the Heart, even of the moſt obduitate. The proper 
buſineſs of men in general zoww is not ſo much even to ſearch 
for, much eis to diſpute THE TRUTH, which hath long thone 
out with a clear and unſullied Luſtre, in the moſt radiantBright. 
neſs, as that each Individual of the human race, who hath \ 
the happy opportunity of beholding its Glory, ſhould with 
the utn.oft fmplicity and humility of Mind admit it's benign 
and wholefome. rays enlightening him and directing him 70 
work out his 6wn Salvation with fear and Trembling. 
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found ſo hardy to impute imperfection 
to the ſelfexiſtent Mind or Spirit, by 
denying his TRUTH or Wiſdom to 
him, without which the Worlds could 
not be made ? what man is there ſo 
impiouſly daring as to call The Word, 
that eflential Wiſdom, an inane Being, 
a Non-Entuy, or attempt to confound 
or degrade his Nature and Perſon, 
who hath eternal exiſtence in the bo- 
fom of the Father; is diſtinct from, 
and yet has infinite communication 
and union with him? Here then let 
the inſolent and inſenſate rage of In- 
fidelity ſtop at length in her bold 
career ; for here lieth an inſuperable 
and eternal Bar to her mad Progrels. 
No more let Pride and Obſlinacy in 
diſſonant tones and untuned accents, 
in ' harſh difcord and diſcontented 
murmurings, pour forth their rebel- 
hous voice, and alarm mankind. No 
more let ſmooth and plauſible ſo- 
phiſtry beguile unſtable ſouls; de- 
generate Error mitlead; nor blind 
and dull criticiſm uſurp the place of 
the true; and with affected ſallies of 

Wit 


tu} 


Wit attempt to deceive and enſnare 
the unwary : but let them all fink to- 
gether 1 in their own emptineſs ; in the 
vanity of their inability and want of 
exiſtence let them drop into nothing 
and vaniſh; or, if they will. not re- 
ceive THE TRUTH, ſhrink from be- 
fore the face of it : retire into holes 
and corners, and, as haters of the Light, 
hide their heads in the obſcurity of 
the Darkneſs, they delight to dwell in; 
nor think, though caſed in braſs and 
armed in adamant, in the open face of 
Day to endure the conteſt longer. 
Men may continue indeed as uſual 
vainly to amuſe themſelves, and thoſe 
who will hearken to them, with the 
dry and barren ſuperficies, the mere 
appendages of Learning, which have 
a preſent kind of tranſitory exiſtence, | 
as it were, for a moment, but which 
ſhall periſh: for ever: but let them 
not think to lift up theireyes on high, 
as they have been wont, and impt- 
ouſly exalt themſelves againſt the great 
Author of their Being. 
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Can any man in his ſenſes, I here 
aſk, reaſonably think that fuller Phi- 
lofophic proof drawn thus from THE 
TRUTH will ever be afforded by hu- 
man means to wretched mortals, who 
will not take the word of God him- 
ſelf, or that they would profit there- 
by if they had it; when it is ex- 
preſsly declared by him who is T hat 
TRUTH itſelf, that they who will 

not believe Moſes and Als Prophets 
will not (even) believe though one 
roſe from the dead? How are ſuch 
men to be entitled to the virtue which 
cometh of Faith, if nothing leſs than 
Demonſtration will ſerve their turn ? 
are not they called bleed which have 
believed though they have not ſeen ? 
has any one now a right to expect that 
abſolute Demonſtration is to be afforded 
him, as to St. Thomas, before he is 
.like him to cry out to the Saviour 
of the World my Lord and my God? 
or is he ſo weak as to think that 
God, who trieth the very heart and 
reins, and diſcovereth all the latent 
leeds and cauſes, from whence ſuch 
9 grofs 
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groſs and wicked error or wilful op- 
poſition to his TRUTH ſpring, will 
not puniſh him if he perſiſt in them ? 
—0 conſider this ye proud or ſiiff-necked, 
who are far from righteouſneſs : which 
have eyes and ſee not, which have ears and 
hear not ; and purify your hearts ye double 
minded: leſt peradventure ye not only 
weary men but your God alſo. His foul 


that is lifted up, by the pride of vain 
and unſubſtantial Learning; who de- 


nieth THE 53RUTH and ſetteth his 

falſe Philoſophy againſt his Maker, or 

weakly dependeth alone on imperfect 

works that he hath done, is not upright 

in hin. Doth not that prayer we all 

uſe, and which, by reaſon merely of 

the energy, ſublimity and truth of 

its compoſition, juſtly claimeth a divine 
original, begin with teaching men 
that the name of God is to be hal- 

lowed, thereby informing them that 

humility is the baſis of all Virtue ? 

how then dare ſinful men ra/hly - pro- 

ſane the moſt holy Name of him who 

has declared that he is the only Sa- bi 
viour, by exalting the creature againſt . >< 
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bis maker, and endeavouring to teach 
others to truſt therein for Salvation, 
by an abſurd and flagrant Impiety ? 
Certain allowances are undoubt- 
edly to be made for Education and 
Habit; but whence can ſuch groſs 
and wretched ignorance, in a Chri/tan 
Country, and, as I before obſerved, {a}: 
perhaps often under a Chriſtan Edu- 
cation too, ſpring from, if it doth not 
from vain Pride or a worſe Principle, 
which thus ſo infatuates- many learn- 


ed men, and is perpetually inſtiga- 


ting them not only to deny revealed 
TRUTH, but to give their own con- 
ſcience the lye, and all thoſe plain 
notions, as I before ſaid, they can 
only duly reaſon from, if they are ſo 
diſpoſed to do, either with regard to 
the Divine Nature or their own ? had 
the Author of The Inquiry and Critical 
Reviewers had the modeſty and good' 
ſenſe to have recanted in time, or at 


leaſt remained ſilent, they might have 


ſaved themſelves the receiving, and 


(a) See Reply. P. 7 to 10. 
me 


k 1 F 
me the pain of giving this ſevere but 
necellary and juſt reprimand. 

It is undoubtedly both more agree- 
able and deſirable to be- able to in- 
ſtruct in the ſpirit of meekneſs and 
mildneſs, & =peirnz;, thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves, but; when men, like The 
Author of the Inquiry on the one hand, 
_ openly and irreverently diſpute the 
truth of THE FAITH ; yet, with af- 
fected knowledge pretend, at the ſame 
time, to be teachers of that Syſtem, 
they have in vain, God knoweth, been 
learning and to no purpoſe ; having 
never come to a competent knowledge 
of it: (a) when men, like the Critical 
| Reviewers on the other, with bold 
effrontery call thoſe plain homogeneous 
principles of knowledge mere Decla- 
mation, the force of which all Nations 
have more or leſs felt; and which, 
notwithſtanding all vain reſiſtance, 
will ſtrike and deeply wound them or 
any others whoſe minds are not hard- 
ened and impenetrable; and openly 


— —— 
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(a) 150 ſecond epiſtle to Timothy iii. 7. | 


2 deny 


— = 


E 
deny the conliflence of that diſpen- 
ſation, of that holy Religion ang its 
Doctrines, to the truth and infinite 
propriety of which God himſelf hath 
ſet his ſeal : when this, I ſay, is the 
caſe; it then becomes neceſſary to 
make uſe of the ſevere ſcourge of 
THE TRUTH, that Man may not ſo 
preſumptuouſly dare to liſt up his 
profane Voice againlt it. 
It may juſtly be ſuppoſed that the 
vanity and futility of al/traft antiſcrip- 
tural Metaphyſical Queſtions put concern- 
ing, and Diſquijitions, ſimply as ſuch, 
like thoſe of the Author of the Inquiry, 
had upon ſubjects even infinitely be- 
yond the perfect comprehenſion of the 
beſt and fulleſt human knowledge pro- 
perly led on and aſſiſted by Revela- 
tion itſelf, of the united powers both 
of that and Reaſon, (whatever clear 
ideas and juſl notions may be ſo afford- 
ed of their Truth, ) is by this time 
made fully apparent to all Philoſophic 
Chriſuans; truly ſo called; and that 
they cannot ſtand their ground againſt 
85 the 
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the expreſs teſtimony of the Scrip— 
tures. It is likewiſe preſumed that the 
Author of the Inquiry, after what IJ have 
written in and from my goth to g5ith 
page, will not again pretend to lay 
that the ſelfexiſtent Spirit is not pro- 
lic, in his own Nature. Had we not 
Ideas drawn from the ſacred fountain 
of THE TRUTH, the SCriptures, ſut- 
ficient to inform us in this matter; 
it were certainly impious to diſbeheve 
the expreſs and deciſive voice of God 
himſelf, vouchſafed and given to men, 
from heaven, on purpoſe to confirm 
it: and to deny him, after this, the 
power of producing Being in his own 
nature, who hath given his Creatures, 
animate and inanimate, ſuch Power 
in theirs. To me it is utterly incon- 
ceivable how weak mortals, who know 
ſo little of ſpiritual Natures, that they 
do not even underſtand the mode of 
the exiſtence of their own Souls, dare 
thus wantonly, though ignorantly, 
blaſpheme : and preſumptuouſly pre- 
tend to define and ſet bounds to the 


Being and Power of the eternal, in- 
E 3 vilible, 


U 8 3 
viſible, omnipotent Spirit ; by deny- 
ing this or that to him, which truly 
relates to ſuch power and being. God 
it is true is not a man that he can lie, 
nor the ſon of man that he can re- 
pent: he cannot do things which 
are incompatible with his Nature. 
The Experience of all paſt Ages might 
inform them, if they would attend 
to it, that vain, affected, ſelf-ſufhcient 
Philoſophy was never equal to this mat- 
ter: (a) and that Revelation alone 
could properly teach them; direct 
and help forward their knowledge, 
as far as it is capable of proceeding 
by ſuch extraordinary and powerful 
aſhſtance; or was truly to be depend- 
ed on for confirming the truth of it. 
For how ſhould Man the Creature, 
by his reaſon ſolely, apprehend and 
underſtand any thing juſtly of the 
true mode of the exiſtence of the in- 
finite ſpiritual Being, his Creator, 
without paying great attention to 
what he himſelf hath revealed in 


(a) Some have been ready to ſuppoſe that the great Plato 
was a ſmall exception to this, 


Scripture 


E 
Scripture concerning it; of him who 
is a Law original to all his rational 
Creatures, Who are therein called 
upon firſt to believe in his true Na- 
ture and Being; and then to obey 
and imitate him ſo far as their im- 

perfect nature will allow? 
Inſtead of acting in the abſurd man- 
ner they do, if men of a Philoſophic 
Turn would only ſet out with revering 
the ſacred Oracles, (and they may be 
fully certain they contain the words 
of TRUTH; whether they know how 
or not (a) and follow them as I have 
done, they would find. their know- 
ledge expand ; and that, the more 
they were acquainted with them, the 
more reaſon they had to depend upon 
them : nay, had they but one grain 
of Humility and Faith, (and this 
they may be ſure to have, if they 
can but perſuade their Pride to give 
way in the leaſt, and the mind be 
but free from other corrupt attach- 


— 


(a] Though I do not admire. the writings of Mr. Locke, 
becauſe he was not apt therein to bring it into practice; yet 
I will do him the juſtice to own that he had this notion of the 
ſacred Writings, and has expreſſed it in fine words. 
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ment) they would find the road open- 
ing to them as they proceeded, in 
ſuch a manner, that they might by 
degrees arrive at a knowledge, even 

in the preſent infirm ſlate of Being, 
they perhaps would not have thought 
of. But they may be aſſured, and. 
Ipeak from knowledge, that, if they 
go on as they do, they will not, any 
more than thoſe who went in the ſame 
track before them, ever arrive, in 
this ſtate, at the knowledge of THE 
TRUTH; or of any Philoſophy that 
deſerves the name : but will always 
remain in utter Ignorance and Er- 
ror; in the very blackneſs of Dark- 
nels ; thou zh they go on philoſophizing, 
in lhe: common manner to the end of 
the World. 
++ Wiſe Men then will hear and 
will. increaſe Learning ; and Men of 
Underilanding ſhall thus attain unto 
wiie councils.” In fact Wiſdom is fo 
near all men, if they would but heark- 
en unto her, that ſhe is juſtly ſaid 
to cry aloud and utter her voice in 
the 


TW 1 


the ſtreets;“ but ſhe is in a peculiar 
manner near all thoſe that are truly 
meek and lowly in mind: (a) “ is 
ealily ſeen of them that love her, 
and found of ſuch as ſeek her; 
prevents them that deſire her, in 
making herſelf firſt known unto them: 
Whoſo then ſeeketh her early ſhall 
have no great travel; for he ſhall 
find her fitting at his doors ;” ſeeing 
*+ ſhe goeth about ſeeking ſuch as 
are worthy of her; ſhewing herſelf 
favourably to them in the Ways, and 
meeting them in every thought.” (b) 
But then ſhe muſt be followed in the 
Simplicity of knowledge; with pro- 
found Humility and a Mind free from 
Prejudice and Partiality; (c) not mock- 
ed with laboured Inveſtigations and 
pretended learned Inquines ; more eſpe- 
clally thoſe which ſet aſide and reject 
thoſe means afforded by God to Men, 
for their obtaining ſome knowledge 


— —— 


(a) Matth. v. 4.—xi. 29. 
(5) See Proverbs chap. i.—Wiſdom vi. 12, 13, 14, 16, 
Alſo latter end of Preface to Agreement of Reaſon, &c. 
(c) Matth. xin. 3. 4.—Iſaiah xxviii. 9g, Alſo Agreement 
of Reaſon p. 36, 37. N | 
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of ſuch abſtruſe, myſterious and high 
points, as the Mode of his Nature 
and Being: ſubjects otherwiſe impe- 
netrable and abſolutely inſcrutable 
to any due degree by the greateſt hu- 
man ſagacity; and which to men, 
without the right uſe of ſuch means, 
cannot even become the object of 
their Faith ; much leſs of which they 
can ever arrive, in the preſent ſtate, 
at any tolerable knowledge of. 

'This may ſerve for a full and final 
Anſwer to all the ahſtract metaphy/ical 
Inquiries concerning the Divine Exiſt- 
_ ence, that ever have been or may be 
produced. And this Author and 
others of his ſtamp will here pleaſe 
to obſerve, that, by deſerting ſuch 
wild Flights, and taking a more ſure 
and conſiſtent track, I have, by fol- 
lowing: 1t upon ſcriptural grounds, 
at length even philoſophically proved 
the ſpiritual Generation of the ever 
bleſſed Son of God, without whoſe 
ſufferings in the human Nature, there 
can neither be Atonement, (a) Re- 


(a) Reply p. 8. 
demption, 


I 39 1 | 
demption, nor Religion ) for fallen 
man; and thereby recovered to Philo- 
ſophical Chriſtians, as the Author of 
The Inquiry has it, that very funda- 
mental Arlicle of the Faith, which he, 
by ' denying THE TRUTH, and de- 
pending upon that broken ſtaff his 
falſe too abſtracted Philoſophy had! in vain 
promiſed to Mankind. 
Men might then, if RIAL would 
_ off their vicious Habits, (that 
„lay down Pride, and Obſtinacy, 
E other ſelfiſh Paſſions, not cor- 
rupt their Underſtanding by the for- 
mer, nor reſiſt God's heavenly grace 
and the influence of his Holy Spirit, 
nor alter the right bent of their Will 
by the latter) receive this true Reli- 
gion; this moſt ſublime and benevo- 
lent Syſtem; and worſhip God in 
Sincerity and Truth. For, 4 23 
hath ſent his only begotten Son into 
the World, that all men might live 
through him,“ 0) it is in vain to 
deny him and his Word by. weak ar- 


(a) Harm. of the Script. p. 65, 66. 
(5) St. John's Epiſt, iv. 9. Alſo firſt verſe in Title- page. 
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guments, or to expect another Sa- 
viour. (a) This then may ſerve for a 
fmal Anſwer to all evil repugnance on 
the one hand, and to all deluſive, 

falſe and lying hopes, like thoſe of 
the Jews, on the other; for this One 
Argument, that God is the only 
Saviour,” / is more than a match 
for all the falſe metaphyſical reaſon- 
ing that ever hath been or will be in 


the World. 


As to the N of the Holy 
Ghoſt, that infinitely powerful, in 
telligent, and benevolent Being in 
the Divine Nature, who, (proceeding 
from The Father who willeth that all 
men ſhould be ſaved and come to the 
knowledge of THE TRUTH his Wil- 
the Son relident in his boſom, 
and from The Son, who, as ſuch; is 
that Perſon in the Divine Nature, 
that Eſſential Being THE TRUTH, 


that Wijdom itſelf thus able to ſave) . 


is therefore the powerful Spirit of 
LOVE that true Comforter and great 


(a) Harm.of TRUTH, p- 3, 5» 6, 37 of the Script. 74 to 79” 
(5) P. 37, 38. 
(6 P. 2, 3, 5, 6. 


band 
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band of Union both in heaven and 
earth, as well as of TRUTH that ſub- 
lime and ſupreme Inſtructor; and, 
by thus deriving Being both from the 
Father and the Son, is diſtin from 
both, yet it is ineffably united with 
them in the Unity of the Godhead: 
and by their Will as well as his own, 
by his divine Influence and Energy 
inſtructeth and comforteth the minds 
of degenerate Mortals and moveth 
their Wills to good ; taketh up his 
abode with ther humble and thoſe 
who are of a contrite Spirit; but 
though Love itſelf, the Love of God paſt 
man's underſtanding, yet, by reaſon 
of his infinite union with and derived 
Being from The Word THE TRUTH 
in the Father, cannot love any. but 
thoſe who will be obedient to it, and 
hearken unto its Voice: reſiſteth there- 
fore the proud and the obſtinate; yet 
«++ will not always ſtrive with man ;” 
but gradually deſerteth impenitent 
and hardened ſinners, and leaveth 
them to Fi in the error of their 
Ways. 
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: 1 
ways. {a) As to the proceſſion of this 

bleſled Spirit and why he is not ſaid 
to be begotten, (b) I believe it will be 
more modeſt and becoming to truſt 
the word of God for it, than bl-ſph-- 
m---ly, againſt ſuch infallible teſti- 
mony, to dare to ſay, that he may 
as well be ſaid to be begotten as the 
Son.” And this could not be diſ- 
agreeable to the Author of The In- 
quiry, did he in reality as truly revere 
the genuine ſenſe. of Scripture, as, 
by ſetting aſide the decrees of fallible 
men, he would infinuate that he doth. 
However let him be careful what he 
advances, for vain. pretences are not 
likely to paſs current with me; let 
me be ever ſo well diſpoſed to hope 
the beſt I can of him, and that his 
Writings will let me, as well as to 
wiſh the beſt that can happen to him. 
Is it not amazing that, ſetting out as 
he does with decrying a metaphyſical 
Argument, as contrary to the plane 


— 
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(a) See Goſpel of St. John xvi. 7 to 16 incluſive, where 
theſe Points are clearly evinced. 
() Chap. xv. 26. 


hiſtory 
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hiſtory of the New Teſtament,” he 
ſhould nevertheleſs have paid little or 
no regard to the plain words and 
meaning of that plane Hiſtory The New 
Teſtament? and moreover, dipped his 
Pen full as deep, in ſuch ſubtle mat- 
ter, in its moſt heterogeneous and 
undue form and conliſtence. or more 
deeply than any Author of the preſent 
Age; nay, carried it hand in hand 
along with him, not only by way of 
exploding the imperfect notions of 
Mortals, but alſo: of reſiſting THE 
TRUTH itſelf in the ſacred Oracles 
declared ? 

I allow him that it is corvalully dif- 
ficult if not impoſſible for ignorant 
and fallible men abſolutely to define 
{prritual Myſteries by Terms; parti- 
cularly by thoſe deſcriptive of Matter: 
more eſpecially thoſe high and ſtu- 
pendous Myſteries, the Generation 
of the Son of God and the Unity of 
the Godhead. The Scripture indeed 
doth thus powerfully and infallibly 
dee, according to THE TRUTH, 

| by 
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1 
by calling the ſelfexiſtent ſimple Spi- 


Tit, The Father ; and he that he begat 
in his own nature, his Son, The Word; 


their Nature and Being: as well as 


by commanding all Nations to be bap- 
tized ** in the Name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt,” yet to worſhip 
one God' only, declare the * Unity 


of ſuch Perſons in the Godhead.” 


The Scriptures then, rightly under- 
ſtood and interpreted, are undoubt- 
edly to be had in rang to all 
other attempts to do this, or any hu- 
man Deciſions whatever. And this 
is a matter, I believe, ſo far from be- 
ing diſputed, that it may be fairly 
ſaid to be agreed in on all hands; 
nay, the Articles of the Church of England, 
ſo much at preſent complained of, 
expreſsly maintain and aſlert it. Here 


then I aſk, why have not, and why 


do not Men agree in admitting this 
true ſenſe of them, and in giving 
this right Interpretation ? for in that 
caſe no Articles had been or would 
be neceſſary. Is it becauſe they are 
difficult to be underſtood and taken 
in 


1 


in ſuch ſenſe? that is ſo far FO be- 
ing the caſe, that every humble, un- 
prejudiced, ingenuous and obedient 
mind always does ſo. But that there 
have. been others, who, from a differ- 
ent turn of mind, whatever. has been 
the, occaſion of it, and from having 
Gdiflerent views, Whatever thoſe views 
have been, have been diſpoſed to 
maintain the reverſe, is a fat too 
notorious to need a recital ; it having 
the concurrent teſtimony of all ages 
ſince the propagation of the Goſpel. 
The neceſſary remedy then, - unleſs 
men, can abſurdly_ ſuppoſe the caſe 
requires none, is obvious enough, 
viz. that thoſe, who will not receive 
the true and genuine ſenſe of Scrip- 
ture, are to be compelled, as far as 
they properly can be, to do it. This 
each Chriſtian Society, who thinks it 
taketh Scripture in ſuch true ſenſe, us 
hath attempted to do, by requiring 
its members to receive it in ſuch = 
ſenſe : and this will be more particu- =_ 
larly the caſe with, each National 15 
Church; for it can never conſiſt with = 
F | 8 i 


E 
the prudence of any State and its 
regard for its own welfare and well-⸗ 
i being, to ſuffer perſons to publiſh at 
large and propagate in ſuch Church, 
9 I | 
18 


as they are permitted to do out of it, 
opinions abſolutely repugnant to the 
eſſential doctrines received by that 
Church ; and therefore deſtructive of 
peace and unanimity among its mem- 
bers. Good Government requireth 
_—_— that this ſhould be done to preſerve 


| ; : | 
1 | and maintain order. If then there 
"M 
iF be any who think they ought not 
Ml . to ſubſcribe; let them not do it: 
Mt and if there be others who having 
W | ſubſcribed think they ought not to 
Ws! . 3%: 206 . ; 
= - continue in the National Church, 
C they are certainly at liberty to join 


themſelves to any other whoſe doc- 
trines they hold more pure, ſo far at 
leaſt as any human Authority hath 
any due and proper right to reſtrain 
them. 

Seeing then men cannot agree in 
their Expoſitions of Scripture, mat- 

ters muſt unavoidably take fuch a 

turn as this; nay, ought ta do fo: 


{ince 


E 
fince it 1s certainly as neceſſary a du- 
ty to endeavour to preſerve THE 
FAITH uncorrupt in all eſſential 
points, and to be not aſhamed of 
Chriſt and his words, on the one 
hand, as even to maintain Peace and 
Charity on the other. The great 
Doctrine of the Chriſtian Religion is 
unqueſtionably the belief of three 
Perſons in the Unity of the God- 
head: as the next and like to it are 
theſe; that * Chriſt, the Son both 
of God and Man, united in one in- 
dividual perſon, ſuffered for the fins 
_ of Mankind; died and roſe from the 
dead. Such belief then is to be 
ſupported by each member of the 
Chriftian Church, by all due means, 
and at all events; even fo far as may 
incur the forfeiture bf Fortune, Li- 
berty, or even Life itſelf, And if 
this be the caſe, as it certainly is. 
with each individual Member of eve- 
ry Chriſtian Society; certainly Badies 
of men, thoſe Societies themſelves. 
and thoſe who have Power to do ſo 
Km or x oe 1 0 too, 
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too, though they are not to uſe that 
Power to anſwer undue ends, are not 


to be regardleſs of, inattentive to, or 
inactive in a matter of ſuch impor- 
tance as the right belief of THE 
FAITH. 

As to the words * of one ſubſtance” 
which the Church of England maketh 
uſe of, among others, to expreſs her 
belief of the firſt great Doctrine; no 
one, 1 think, has reaſon to be offend- 
ed at them, who believes that Doc- 
trine. The Author of The Inquiry in- 
deed, and many Others of the ſame 
perſuaſion, to all intents and purpo- 
ſes in reſpect of THE TRUTH, will 


ever ſee Cauſe to object to them, 


Whjle they hold the opinions they do; 
and no wonder it is they do ſo, for 


they ſtand in their way. But if any, 


who hold the truth of The FAITH 
on this great Article, be diſpoſed to 


cavil; they might as well pretend 


to do ſo with the ſacred Writings 
themſelves; for they contain abun- 
dant matter for the exertion of ſuch 


talents, 
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talents, by being full of * and 
figurative (that favourite word of ma- 
ny of the Authors of the preſent age) 
Images and Emblems, which, are by 
no means to be taken literally: it be- 
ing ſufhicient that they convey a juſt 
Idea. and according to THE TRUTH; 
and they who have the ability, as 
well as diſpoſition of mind, to take 
ſuch things in their intended and pro- 
per ſenſe, will find no difficulty in 
underſtanding them. Few men, I be- 
lieve, if any, who uſe the above- 
mentioned Words, either in repeat- 
ing the Nicene Creed, or in ſubſcribing 
to the Articles of. the Church of England, 
mean any more by ſuch uſe of them, 
than that the three Perſons in the 
Unity of the Godhead have all a Di- 
vine Nature ; the Son and the Holy 
Ghoſt as well as the Father ; and that 
the two former are not any. more than 
the latter, created Beings: which are 
_ evidently, as ſuch, diſtinct from the 
Divine Nature. And where is the 
great harm in this? if they do mean 
more; ; at worſt they do not thereby 
„ F 3 1 
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— 


0 0} 
* blaſpheme the Name of their Maker, 
3 by denying due honour to the Son, 
5 as I am ſorry to ſay, though we ſhould 
__—_—_ charitably admit that it may have 
170 been done ignorantly, it is but too 
evident that the Author of the Inquiry 
hath done. 
If we ſhould Howeltr even admit 
all that this Author hath to ſay againſt 
the deciſions of Conncils arid the uſe 
. of Terms, and allow his objections 
. the full weight he has given them; 
WW who are we to thank for the uſe of 
.A theſe Terms? not ſo much the Coun- 
0 cils who uſed them, as he would un- 
A | Juſtly inſinuate, as thoſe refractory ©. 
"ih members of the Chriſtian Church, 
= Who, by denying the Divinity of Chriſt, 
1 made the uſe of ſome Terms neceſſa- 
4 Ys T., For want of knowing of better, 
= | the Councils uſed the beſt they could 
Af think of; for Methods were then ne- 
= : Cellary, as well as now, to keep the 
W © Heterodox within ſome bounds. © I am 
= as much an Advocate for a friendly 
=. and charitable diſpoſition among men, 
W as this Author; but what then ? hath 
not. 


E 


not the great Patron of Love in tlie 
human nature, under Chriſt, the great 
' Apoſtle St. John, though he hath in- 
formed us, on the one hand, that 
if we ſee our Brother ſin a fin which. 
is not unto death, we are to aſk of 
God, and he will give us life for them 
who ſin not unto death, told us al- 
ſo on the other, that there is a fin 
unto death, which we are not even = 
to pray for?” I hope this Author doth | 
not offend in o6bſlinance againſt THE my 
TRUTH; but can men of ſenſe look 9 
on and tamely ſee. it trampled on. 
and noi reſiſt ? ſurely it is to be hoped 
that. all are not ſo far, gone, and fo 
utterly profligate, as to let every thing 
run into ruin and confuſion (this, 
Author will be miſtaker if he thinks 
they are) in times when the true Bal- 
lance of Moderation is hardly kept; 
but men are too prone to run into 
vicious and dangerous extremes, thro” 
degenerate. Profligacy of Manners, 
that dreadful cauſe of Diſunion and 
Diſorder, which is. ſo ſore an evil, 
F 4 i (37,15) bat 
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that it would diſjoint and deſiroy the 
beſt framed conſtitution of Govern- 
ment upon Earth ? 

It certainly cannot, with reaſon, 
be expected, that a Conſtitution, ſo 
remarkable as that of England, for 
the goodneſs of its Polity Civil 'as well 
as Eccleſiaſtical, both bound together, 
as it were, under one common Bond, 
which hath been the work of Ages to 
bring to its perfection, and which! hath 
been ſo ſignally protected and bleſſed 
by Providence, ſhould in a moment, 
as it were, be ſacrificed to the pre- 
tended conſcientious whims of ſome 
men, upon proof no better than In- 
fidels; to the intrigues and deſigns 
of the ſelf. intereſted; to that WY 
cious envy which cannot bear to Tee 
others preferred before it; or to the 
prejudices of Party and becauſe men 
have different notions of Church Go 
vernment, and of Government in 
general; and ſeem not to give heed 
to that principle of True Obedience, 
which good men are always remark- 
able for conſcientiouſly regarding and 


paying 


Jy 


4 
paying due attention to, by a ge- 
nuine, ſincere, and upright conduct, 
as well as by obeying Government in 
all lawful matters. eee 

It is- not the buſineſs of Men in ge- 
neral, nor that of Divines in particu- 
lar, to quarrel and find fault with an 
Inſtitution ſo grounded and eſtabliſh- 
ed on the pure dactrines of the Goſ- 
pel, /a) that each member admitted 


— 1 


(a) As no corruption in THE FAITH can take place with- 
out ſome depravity of mind as its cauſe ; as none are diſpoſed 
to reject THE TRUTH, ſo far as it hath come under their In- 
ſpection, or at leaſt in capital matters, whoſe minds are free 
and unprejudiced by falſe and corrupt notians, bad and ſiniſter 
views, are humble and obedient to it, and unbialſed by Pride 
or Paſſion ; as it is not the part of a wiſe and honeſt phyſician 
to conceal his patient's malady, but to lay open che very worſt 
of his cafe, that timely aid may be ſought; for, and proper 
remedies applied; upon theſe due conſiderations it will appear, 
that everr the damnatory clauſes in the Athanaſian Creed are 
not ſo juſtly to he complained of, as many ſeem diſpoſed to 
think. Taken in their due ſenſe, they certainly are warrant- 
ed by the Expreſſion Mark xvi. 16, as well as many other 
Parts of Scripture. Men have taken it into their heads to 
ped. Jl of this Creed and its Author unjuſtly, not duly con- 
idering the diflicult times he lived in, and the ſtrenuous en- 
deavours he was öbliged to make uſe of, to refit: this firſt bold 
attempt ſo openly to deny THE TRUTH, favoured by the 


united endeavours of many Perſons at that time eminent in 


the Church; matters to be fairly examined, before men raſhly 
preſume to decide upon ſuch ſubje&s. * Whatever his private 
failings were, and every man has ſome, yet, upon a fair bal- 
lance on both ſides, it certainly will be found, that fo far from 
deſerving the abuſe with which his name hath been loaded, 
or tke contempt wherewith he hath been treated in theſe later 
Ages, he was a Character to be had in Admigation and Ho- 
nour, in having afforded. the World ſo noble an example of 


of reſolute Perſeverance, in the defence of THE TRUTH; 


in ſo reſiſting, with unſlaken fortitude, that prevalent and al- 
; | moſt 
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into its Communion and Fellowſhip, - 
who would follow the doctrines in 
general taught in the Chuch, - which 
hath adopted it, would be infallibly 
led thereby in the ſame road to Heaven; 
but to continue ſtedfaſt in THE 


_ FAITH, and, by reſolute and una- 
- nimous perſeverance, render abortive 


the ſecret wiles and repel the open at- 
tempts of its adverſaries ; as well as 
by genuine and unſeigned Humility, 
fincere and unaffected Piety, reforma- 
tion of Manners and exemplary Obe- 
dience, preſerve the Commandment 
without ſpot un rebukeable: and, by 
thus laying down Pride and every 
other corrupt Paſſion, become guides 
to the ignorant and teach ſinners the 


| way they ought to walk in; and 


thereby preſerve themſelves blameleſs, 
in'the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
nation, among which they may .thus 


; Thine as lights to the World. But if, 


001 ere torrent of corruption which 3 the 
Church in his time, and ſetting himſelf to ſupport THE FAITH, 
' untter God, even as it were, again the en A R of 
the hole World: (a) 

| (a) Ser Milton's Par. loſt, end of Book * 


1 . 
3 , On 


'T 3s J 


on the odds, the Infection alrea- 
dy begun continueth to ſpread far- 


ther, to taint the faith and corrupt 


the morals of the Clergy of this King- 
dom; if Profligacy of Manners, that 
wide waſling Peſtilence which rageth 
and devoureth on all ſides, through 
all ranks and degrees of Men, is not 


ſtopped, but they go on in the ſhame- 
leſs and unfeeling manner they do, in 
that notorious and iniquitous Cuſtom 
of corrupting others and being cor- 


rupted, and by ſuch means the Diſ- 
eaſe grows inveterate and each ſuc- 
ceeding Generation becomes more 
corrupt than the preceding, no con- 


ſtitution of Government, as far as 
human Penetration can reach, ſeems 


able to bear ſuch repeated ſhocks, to 


reſiſt ſuch a torrent of Corruption; 


but muſt by the natural effect of ſuch 
Cauſes, by degrees decay and moulder 


into Ruin. But to come to a conclu- 


hon with the Author of. the Inquiry. 


If we are not to follow the dictates 
be fallible Men, what have we to do 
OM the RO of Limborch, Cum- 


ming, 
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though united to the human nature 


1E 


ming. Ehiſcopius, Eraſmus, Grotius, Whit- 
by, Patrick, Grellius, 'Wolzogen, Philo and 
the Jews, or a thouſand others, ( 
when more than one Apoſtle hath told 
us that Chri/t Teſus is God? when St. 
Joſm moſt explicitly declares, that he 


is in the boſom of the Huter? when 


Chrift told Philip, that he who had 
ſeen him had ſeen the Father? (b) 
when his Omniſcience is aſſerted, in 


that the knew what was in Man? his Om- 


nihreſence, by ſending for the Tribute 
money out of the mouth of a Fiſh; 
by curing the Nobleman's ſon and 
the Centurion's ſervant, without be- 
ing preſent bodily; and by declaring 
himſelf to be preſent in Heaven, 


81 22 | A 8 
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(a) Men who have thus deſerted the ſacred oracles, and got 


their heads full of indigeſted Matter, pretended Learning and 


the Opinions of others, are by no means fit to be: Teachers of 
THE TRUTA; to attain an infight into which, it is neceſſary. 
ro follow it in the utmoſt Simplicity, with the pureſt and moſt 
fer vent Deſire, the juſteſt Moderation and the ſtricteſt Alten- 
n 

(b) By reaſon of his Union with the Father in the Unity of 
the Godhead. St. John's Goſpel xiv. 9, 10, 11.— Vet, perhaps 
tits! willnot agree with' the metaphy/ical Arguments of tlie Au- 
thor of The Inguir); but what if it ſhould not ? is the teſti- 
mony 'the worſe for that ? not till it can be proved that the 
knowledge of che Creature is greater; and that its word is to 


be taken before that of the Creator. 


”» 


One 


F 
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claring he would raiſe his own body 


and thoſe of all men? and all of them 


confirmed by his preſent Government 
and future Judgment of the World; 
and who is therefore over all God bleſſed 
for ever? It is to be hoped that it will 
be allowed that all theſe are not figu- 
rattve ? (b) If theſe things then are de- 
clared in Scripture, I here aſk, why 


are they not believed? He that is of 
God, as I before. obſerved, heareth God's. 


word; doth not deny it and ſet it at 


nought, by fruitleſs and unprofitable _ 
abſtract metaphyſical Diſquiſilions. (c) Do 


the common People, this Author's 
example, who believe THE TRUTH 


_— — — 


(a) Moſt certainly as the Word or Wiſdom of God preſent 


with the Father. The Author of the Inquiry however finds he 
cannot teconcile this MyRery upon metaphyfical Principles, 
but what then? is it not to believed upon ſuch teſtimony ? is 
a finite Creature never to have faith, till he hath infinite 
ideas? pray why may not Chritt be peculiarly and immediate- 
ly preſent on Earth, by reaſon of his union with the human 


nature, as well as God the Father is ſaid to be fo in Heaven ; - 


though the Heaven of Heavens is incapable of containing 
either; but who are preſent through the infinity of Space? 
(a) To what poor mean ſhifts are not wretched Mortals re- 
duced when they deny THE TRUTH? this Author ſurely will 
e to make ſuch dreadful havock as poor Mr. . 
ath done, | 83 | FR 


(c) In Pride, in reaſoning Pride men's Error lies.“ 


1 . FA do 


on earth? (a) his Onnipotence, . by de- 
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do this? No, their leſs corrupt Minds 
are inſpired with the ſimple and blame- 
leſs ideas of Modeſty, Humility, Obe- 
dience and Truth; are not intoxica- 
ted with Pride and falſe glare and 
Parade of vain and oſtentatious Learn- 
ing; dare not proudly reſiſt, nor re- 
belliouſly deny the enen of their 

God. | 
Well faid the Wiſe Man that the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of know« 
ledge, and that Fools alone deſbiſe Wiſ+ 
dom and Injiruftion; as well as finely 
and pathetically expoſtulates with 
ſuch ſimple ones why they ſhould love 
Simplicity, and the Scorning delight 
in their Scorning, and Fools hate 
Knowledge; and movingly exhorts 
them to turn at his Reproof. Some 
may ignorantly depreciate the uſe of 
Reaſon in matters of Faith, as much 
as they. pleaſe on the one hand, and 
others. exalt it, if they will, at the 
expence of virtue and good ſenſe on 
the other; I ſhall join hands with 
neither: for the Moderation of THE 
TRUTH and the juſt Ballance in this 
| matter 


L 9 Þ 
matter lies directly between theſe 
erroneous Extremes. I {hall, indeed, 
for my part, ever contend for the 
fair, lawful, due and moderate, and 
in ſome caſes, when neceſlary, even 
the ſublime of it, but no farther : and 
let me tell the Critzicat Gentlemen in 
particular, thoſe pretended mighty 
ſticklers for Reaſon, yet at the fame 
time wiſe Advocates for ſuppreſſing 
and ſetting alide the genuine feelings 
of mankind, agreeable and conſonant 
to true Reaſon, (a) that they would 
not debaſe their Faculties, were their 
Diſcernment much greater than 1 
know it is, by receiving and admitting 
THE TRUTH; or, according to their 
own words truly and well applied. 
need not be out of their wits te 


þ * 
7 


(a) Abſurdity 18 always thus the infallible conſequence of 
reluting THE TRUTH. See their Criticiſm, calling The Har- 
aony of THE TRUTH a Tradt ſetting out on, and proving 
from, ſuch feelings in Man, and from the Attributes of God; 
the neceſſity of a Divine Mediator in the human Nature; aud 
therefore ſo grounded both on Reaſon and Revelation as never 
to be anſwered, ere Declamation! I take however no honour tg 
mylelf in this matter, any farther than the having endeavonr- 
ed to ſet the Scriptures in their true light; for the verſes. 
the Title- page ofthis Treatiſe alone contain an abſolute Proof 
of THE TRUTH, as will appear te all thoſe who underftagd 
tnem, as well as the condemnation of the refiſters of it. | 
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geniuſes, 
Spirits that ever adorned the human 


. 91 
0 ] 
„% make room for. grace.“ No cor- 
rupt Taint would a their under- 
tandings, nor could any ignominious 
or injurious Slander revel their Per- 


ſons for ſo doing; for the greateſt 
the ſublimeſt and pureſt 


Nature have received it, and thereby 


exalted that Nature in them into an 


almoſt Angelic degree of Knowledge: e 
ſuch 1 ſay have received and will 
again receive it. And let them mark 
the diſmal conſequences attending a 
contrary conduct, no leſs than iha 
final rejection of all ſuch, declared 


in the following moſt extraordinary 


words of the Holy Spirit itſelf from the 
ſame mouth. Becauſe I have called 


and ye refufed 3 have ſtretched out 
my hands and no man regarded; but 


ye ſet at nought all my Counſel and 
would none of my reproof: I will 


alſo laugh at your calamity, and mock 


when your Fear cometh ; when your 
Fear cometh as Deſolation, and your 
Deſtruction as a Whirlwind ; when 
Diſtreſs 220 Anguiſh cometh upon 

you, 


LL i} 

you, then ſhall they call upon me 
but I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek 
me early but they ſhall not find me: 
for that they hated knowledge, and 
did not chooſe the Fear of the Lord.” 
Words that are enough to harrow up 
the foul of every Perſon that hears 
them; and to confound -all Pride, 
and convert all Obſtinacy, which is 
not incorrigible! 


Some men may think and others 


may argue that each Man has a right 
to hold his own Opinions; and ſo 
perhaps he may, in reſpect of Society, 
if he keep thoſe Opinions to himſelf; 
but when once he vents them and 
ſuch Society is thereby diſturbed and 
injured, (as in all free States it is not 
the proper province of Government 
to interfere in ſuch matters, or as lit- 


tle as may be) it certainly then be- 


comes the duty of each Individual in 
it, to reſiſt ſuch attempts: and that 


both for the ſake of the wellbeing of 


that Society in general, in which his 


Own peculiar welfare is included ;. as 
well as in regard of ſetting right in 


on his 
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his notions, and, as may ſometimes- 
happen, of being a means, in the 
hand of Providence, of even ſaving 

the Soul of his deluded Brother. 
In regard of Faith it is ſo neceſſary 
a matter, that there is no acquiring 
any natural knowledge. nor tranſact- 
ing any buſineſs in Liſe without it. 
Men find no difficulty in uſing it in 
the belief of prophane Hiſtory ; in 
the tranſaction of the Affairs of this 
World and their common Intercourſe 
between each other; whence comes 
it then that they cannot believe in 
God? and, if they cannot truſt in 
Him, whom ought they to depend on ? 
I have already obſerved, that there 
is perhaps as much difficulty in con- 
ceiving how many things. in the Na- 
tural World can be as they are; nay, 
how the Material World could be at 
all; ſa) as in believing even the. My/- 
tery of the Trinity. And if Men of Senſe, 


— — eat 


n 
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(.) Harm. of THE TRUTH, p. 43.—Is the Divine Being 
- Merit who created all things? is it more diffigult to believe that 
he can l,eget in his own Nature, and that un his own: teſti- 
mony, than create out of it? to deny ſuch Power to him were 
horiid Blaſptemy; © | f e ; 


i444 


as 


1 -&6 Þ 


as the Author of the Inquiry terms them, 


(how juſtly has been already ſeen). 


were never to have believed their ex- 
illence till they could explain the 
whole mode of it, and alſo have ab- 
ſolute knowledge how ſuch things 
material could be brought into Being 
by a Spirit as God is, and of the whole 
hidden manner thereof, they mull 
have gone without any natural know- 


ledge of ſuch matters, at leaſt, as far 
as they themſelves could prevent their 


reception of it, to this hour: as 
they muſt without Faith in the true 
Being of God, notwithſtanding the 
expreſs teſtimony of Revelation, „and 
the true and extraordinary light now 
alſo even philoſophically let into that 
ſublime Inquiry, and afforded men 


from the joint concurrence both of 


that and Reaſon, if no proof is to be 
admitted, unleſs all difficulties are firſt 
cleared up, till the dreadful ſummons 
for them to appear before the Judg- 
ment-ſeat of him whom they have re- 
E and deſpiſed- {a) 


(a). Iſaiah liii. 3. 


GG 2 | | | Before 


— — ——— —— — — „* 
IS by — EE — rea 5 — 
Cn CARY / . IL 3 = 
hay < aa? - —— b eo RENTED EEE — 2% 


SS nana, 
"Sc BG, 2.7 2 


——— 

DRE: 5-4 

— — 
—— J 


* —— — 


Dre 
1 r N 


22 
7 ; 3 — 
- 2 4 1 4 5 
* 


2 * - —— . 2 — — _ 
<4 rt * 2 1 8 — — £ - - * ys — 

* * - — — © 5 2 — y — — 

— 1 — — * 8 — — — — ante — * 

A 5 <a — _ — - 
m_——_ —— — — — — — —— 2 N — — — WV * 
—— — — — 12S A — — — 2 _ 
— CC — — 6 
4 — - 


— 
— —— — 
MI 


— 


— a —_— —— — 
—— —d — — —¾— 
— — * > 


World, even in their days; and do 


| Bq. | 


Before I take leave of this Author, 
there flill remains a matter of Impor- 
tance to be fairly ſettled between us. 
With an uncommon degree of Igno- 
rance or Effrontery he pretends to ſay, 
That all Parties before the Nicene 
Council and all Parties ſince continue to 
agree, that we ought to honour the 
Son, even as we honour the Father.” 
Now this is ſo palpably abſurd and 
falſe, as no man of Senſe or Know- 
ledge can admit: and wonderful it 
is to think, how any man of common 
ſenſe, or common honeſty could ſay 
it. (a) Do not the Apoſtles themſelves 
declare that Antichriſtianiſm was in the 


they not prophecy that there ſhould 


be heręſies afterwards? {b) did not 


Hymeneus and Alexander make ſhipwreck 
of THE FAITH? and did not St. 


. 


Tunis Author muſt have ſtrange confuſed noti ns of THE 
TRUTH and of the ſacred Writings, to think, that the for- 
mer will admit ſuch an incoberent and inconſiſtent Jumble. of 
Ideas as he bath produced; or that the latter are fo looſe in 
their Texture, or ſo- fgurative as he calls it, as to ſuffer thus 


Dei Arian, or any other Heretic, to profane, deface, or ſet 


them at Variance, or that the Sox of God, the Judge of the World, | 
nl not puniſh them, if they perſiſt in ſo doing. 
- (5) Second of Peter, chap. ii. throughout. 


Paul 


1 

3 | 5 
Paul deliver them over unto Satan 
that they might learn not to blaſ- 


pheme ? doth he think that the Son - 


of God is honoured as the Father, when 
men, like him, deny his Divinity, {a} 


and that he is the Son of God; though, 


by being appointed Fudge of the World, 
the ſame is infallibly declared? is not 


The Son to be honoured as The Father, 


becauſe he is the Fudge of th: World; 
that is, becauſe he is God ? will per- 
verting The Word of THE TRUTH, 
and erecting wrong-headed Syſtems 
directly repugnant to it, and that un- 
der cover of it's very words and pre- 
tence of believing and ſupporting it, 
agree, with that Knowledge which 


every one ought to have, who pre- 


ſumes to teach it, the Ingenuity be- 
coming every honeſt mind, or that 
Obedience he oweth to it? is this 


— 


G__- — — — 


(a) To truſt in Man or any other ereated Being, (and he that 


is not created muſt be the Creator himſelf} I bave already in- 
fallibly ſnewn upon the firſt principles of THE TRUTH, as 
regarding Man's knowledge of the Divine Nature and his 
own, to be no better than an indigeſted and horrid Compound 
of Abſurdity and Blaſphemy. | 


6 3 Saints, 
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keeping the Faith committed to the 
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[ 86 } 
Saints, to the truſt of Divines, and 
148 the Commandment without ſpot un- 
b rebukeable until the coming of Chriſt? 
1 will thus flattering God with the 
mouth do, if men in their hearts are 
far from him? No, the flrict and un- 
changeable nature of THE TRUTH, 
that final Judge of Man, will not admit 
of ſuch Artifices as theſe, ſuch groſs 
Ignorance, or Prevarication and Cot- 
Juſion. I am, as I before obſerved, 
as much for a charitable Diſpoſition 
amongſt men as poſſible, eſpecially 
among thoſe who have been bap- 
Wi 11ized into the Chriſtian Faith; and it is. 
4 allowed, upon the tellimony of Scrip- 
1 ture, that a Man may ſpeak a word 
i _ againſt the Son of Man, more eſpe- 
if cially if he do it ignorantly and doth 
not perſiſt. and it may be forgiven 
him: and as a farther proof of my 
good will towards the Author of the In- 
quiry, beyond that eſſential one of 
endeavouring to ſhew him his Errors, 
I heartily wiſh, notwithflanding the 
firong appearances which are againſt 
im, that may be his Caſe. But this 
220 Poſition 
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Poſition I will ſupport through 7” 
T hat the Belief of THE TRUTH is as 
much a Duty, as the more immediate Prac- 
tice of it; for without the Belief, ihe 
Practice caunot be maintained. 

Let this Author then, for the fu- 
tare; keep his Opinions to himſelf; 
for I promiſe him that his Tenets will 
not promote the cauſe of TYE TRUTH, 
but are an abſolute Contradiction to 
it. Little hath he yet known, that 
he is poor and miſerable and blind and 
naked ; yet, whatever hath been the 
cauſe of his Errors, I pity him. Bat 
let him not hereafter think, though 
aided with all the Parade of Learn. 
ing, and armed with all the ſubtle and x 
wily Arguments of Melaphyſics in 
the abſtract, that he is capable, by 
ſuch weak help, to reſiſt the ſure word 
of THE TRUTH, explicitly declared 
in the Goſpel ; ſet aſide the common 
Feelings of Mankind and thetr belict in 
The Mediator they truly want, and 


whoſe Power and Merits they ſo juſtly | 


confide in; and ere a Syſtem, as It 
were, on their Ruins: bring forth 


6 4 e 


1 * 
his illegitimate Brat into the World 
full of defect and deformity, which 
all wiſe Men muſt wonder at ſeeing 
ſo expoſed to public view, good Men 
weep at beholding, and every ſerious, 
ſober and modeſi Chriſtian bluſh to coun- 
tenance and protect. No, let him no 
more think himſelf qualified to aſſiſt 
and direct Others in theſe matters; 
but, having been in this Treatiſe 
ſhewn the futility and weakneſs of his 
vain Notions, and the impoſſibility of 
their conſiſting with THE TRUTH, if 
he will repent, let him quickly turn out 
of the croooked Path he hath hither- 
to walked in, and, by adopting, with 
all due Humility, better Sentiments, 
bring every Thought into Obedience ; 
and give evident proof thereby of a 
proper Refgrmation of Mind : for, 
10 him that thus ordereth both his Thou g 
and Converſation aright, will eee 
be. ſhewn the Salvation Y God. 


APOLOGK 


AD not The Author of The Harmony 

of THE TRUTH had juſt and 
perfect notions ofthe Merits of the pre- 
ſent religious Controverſy, as well as of 
the important neceſſity, eſpeciallyin the 


preſent times, of bringing it, now it 


hath hung on ſo long, to as ſpeedy a 


Concluſion as poſſible, it might perhaps 


have been improper for him, as a 
Layman, to have interfered in it. 
Being once entered againſt his Anta- 


goniſts, he was determined not to 


leave them even a loop-hole to creep 
out at, if poſſible to avoid it; or it 
could have anſwered no good purpoſe 


for him to have engaged in it. As he 


hath now ſatisfied his Conſcience, in 


having done what lies in his Power, - 


to coneraguye to | the deſirable End 
; propoſed, 
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propoſed, it can be of no uſe to pro- 
duce any thing farther upon the Sub— 
ject. Stronger Arguments, more con- 


cluſive and unanſwerable, drawn both 
from ſacred Revelation and the high- 


eſt Reaſon, than thoſe: he hath al- 
ready enforced, cannot, he thinks, 
be offered. And if Men will not heark- 
en, for their own good, to ſuch Ar- 
guments ſo drawn, there is no reaſon 


to expect they would even attend to 


freſh Miracles themſelves, no 'more 
than the Phariſees did to the old ones, 


were they again diſplayed by Al- 


mighty Power before their Eyes to 
convince them. - For as Scripture 
ſaith, in the words of Chriſt -himfelf, 
They who will not believe Moſes 
and the Prophets,” the ſacred Ora- 
cles, ** neither will believe tho' one 
roſe from the Dead.” RE TO 
He was once far from thinking that 
he ſhould ever have had any diſputes 
with any Perſons upon ſuch - ſacred 
Subjects, or that - ſuch Controverſy 
would have ariſen in his time; as, 
by he wiſhing all men had due 
| conremtions 


{i Mm f] 


ronceptions of THE TRUTH, he is 
now from deſiring ſuch things ſhould 
happen: the times themſelves there- 
fore have driven him into them. For 
who could be ignorant of the pro- 
phane writings of the preſent Age, 
and be in this Kingdom! ? or who, 
ſeeing ſuch corrupt notions, taking 
place, not reſiſt them to the utmoſt of 
his Power? if his Duty to his Maker 
did not urge him to it, his Well 
being, as a member of Society, con- 
cerned in the common Welfare 
and Proſperity which involves his : 
own, and without which it cannot 
ſubßſiſt would demand it of him: for 
what Man in his Senſes can think 
that Judgment will not take place 
againll ſuch prophane Impiety perſiſt- 
ed i in, when he hath the Experience | 
of all paſt Ages, and the Declaration i 
'of God himſelf in his revealed Word [ 
to convince him that it will. | 
The Writings in geveral of this 
Author are like one of the laſt Efforts, 3 
in ſuch way, of giving the People of 
5 this 
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this Kingdom juſt Ideas on thoſe Sub- 
jects, which have been the occaſion of 
ſo much altercation and weak diſ- 
pute of late Years; as well as to 
ſhew them the dangerous nature of 
univerſal Corruption of Manners. A 
Rebellion hath been already ſtirred 
up by diſputes on Civil Matters. And 
it is to be hoped, through the mer- 
cy of God, that, now Things are 
cleared up as well as Men can ever 
expect, if they have one ſpark of 
Ingenuity left, they will ſhew it on 
the preſent occaſion, by abſlain- 
ing from all farther wretched Wrang- 
ling on theſe ſacred Subjects, and 
by laying down all wilful Animo- 
ſity and vain Oppoſition; unleſs 
they are determined to bring down 
the further heavy Judgments of Hea- 
ven on this State and Nation, by 
empolenily perſiſting to deny the Chr tian 
Revelation, and daring to prophane, de- 
fare, and ſet at variance the ſacred and un- 
changeable Oracles of God. 
Out of the Love he hath for. THE 
TRUTH, he beareth to his Country 
and 


. ; 
and all Mankind, and the Duty he 
oweth to God and his Fellow-crea- 
tures, having thus ſet apart, and, as 
it were, devoted one year of his life, 
to the peculiar and due conſideration: 
of thoſe important Matters, which 
are the ſubject of the foregoing Trea- 
tiſe; and the examination of thoſe 
deep Reſearches into THE TRUTH; 
which have ever been the employ- 
ment of his Thoughts and the great 
and favorite Object of his Study and 
Contemplation : and having by theſe 
means cleared up thoſe difficulties 
which have been the cauſe of the pre- 
ſent ſcandalous Religious Controver- 
ſy; and at length by the power of 
THE TRUTH brought it to a fair 
concluſion ; and utterly diſabled e- 
very. opponent, as long as it ſhall 
Pleaſe the Divine Being that his Wri- 
tings ſhall remain. To maintain this 
Ground then againſt the Adverfaries. 
of Religion; and under God to tranſ- 
mit theſe good Effeds to the lateſt Po- 
ſterity: Controverſias nempe tales ineptas. 
imò mprovas, de Religione, Repugnantiam, 
| omnem 


L. W 
omnem vanam atque impiam in Sacra caſli- 
gando et reprobando, Opiniones crudas, 
4 Jalſas, et perver ſas de has et de principits 
we | Domaniu corrigere, et quaſi Sligmate notare 
WW,  —FERITATISlucenubes diſpellere, ejuſque 
7 Auſpiciis et viribus Errorem fic proſeribere, 
7 ut Doctrina ad juſtam normam redigalur; 
4 origines vere et uſus Poteſlatis delegate ma- 
8 niſeſti ſiant; et abuſus exponantur—Nomen 
Dei offerere, FIDEMQUE vindicare— Viti- 
= um moreſque pravos hominum reprimere et 
bY coercere, 0BEDIENTIAMOUE veram om- 
nihus inculcare — Hoc fummo obere nililur; 
ad Hoc aſpirat; et Hoc ſemper erit in Volis: 
Hax illi Artes; Hec ſunt in Cauſis, quare 
1 hoc Finale Reſponſum, cum alits ex his 
A Argumentis Scriptis futs, Typis mandat. et 
Publico. donat ; et his uſibus fua Opera de- 
dicat Harmoniz VERI ef Replicationis 
Auflor. Qui fic ex propeſito Quoſdam 
edoctus, de fublimi Majgſlale, de vera Ma- 
tura, de immenſa Benignitale Entis fu- 
premi, cui vane ſimulant honorem tribuere ; 
Entis illius entium talem ſuum hono- 
rem non alteri dantts ! Ut, juſtas haben- 
do noliones de VERO, debitum, purum, 

et acceptum (non falke adiibeant cul- 
| | tum: 


E N 
tum: Ut illos excilel et omnes fic ex ani- 
mo Deum colere; Gloriam ita aſcribere 
Deo, ob verum Clementiam per Filium, Pacis 
ipſum Inſtauratorem; Gratiamque per 
illum ex Voluntate Dei in Spiritu Sancto pro- 
cedentem, et ab illo Mentis Illuminatore, qui 
cum Patre et Filio Communionem habet. 

tam late effuſam ; Amorem ſcilicet mirum 
Muminis ulius Triunius una Voce predi- 
care, non eft illis vere completh : - Ulque 
fuadeat homines, benevolentiam veram, ſim- 
plicem, el finceram purorum ac beatorum 
Spirituum, frout vires, amulari, ut inter 
e commutent ; invitat eos cum thſo jungere 
facro illo Hymno Angelico, quem, quan- 
quam indignus, lali ſenſu lic non ow 
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Pao 9, line 10, after may dele it. 
r 5, for begotton read begotten. 
I. 85 for / inglar por 

—— a Hors (c) for (d) read (). 

— 21, I. 1. for pray read prey. 

— 23, I. 3, for groſſed red. 

— — 20, dele .. 

— 27, I. + for of read 0, 
| for Mahomatans read Mahometans, 

— 32, N I. 15, for they read then, 

—— 34, I. 1, for as read and. 
— _ 3, ater aud read yet, ö 
36, note (6), for p. 23, read 13. 

— 41, note |. 8, for what read wher. 

—— 47, I. 6, for or, if they read andlet them that 

57, note (c) for Matth. xill, read xvii. 
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Lately publiſhed by the ſame Author; + 


And may be had of R. Baldwin, Pater-noſter-row, 


and B. Law, Ave-Mary-lane, London; ; Fletcher, 
Oxford: Merrill. Cambridge; and Pearſon and 
Rollaſon, -Bumiaghans : 


45 A Reply to the Author of the Remarks, &c. 
(Price Cix-pence). 


2. The Harmony of the Truth. 
(Price three Shillings) . 
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kn de ges, 


6e and bur of 
3” imparted knowledge, with fear 
and adoration— with Sofoard humi- 
ty and the loweſt abaſement of mind. 
J believe that the adorable; the tre- 
endous, great, and holy Myſtery of Tue 
Trinity, according to and as is reveal- 
ed ini Scripture, may be ſet forth and 
Thewn, as far as our finite capacities 

can attain ſuch moſt ſublime Ken 
1 dee, in few words. 

The eternal ſimple ſelfexiſtent, FI 
nite; immutable, omnipotent, omni- 
preſent; omniſcient and infinitely be- 
nevolent Mind or Spirit is The Father; 
called therefore, by way of eminence, - 
God, Corinth. the 3ſt; viii. 6.—Arid 
Srveater than the Son, Goſpel of St. John 
xiv. 28.— The eſſential unchangeable 
Wiſdom or Word which he begat and 
gave Being to from all Eternity, Who 
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is his perfect Image and Refembl ant 


With him, is the intelligent Spir 
Son: according to the firſt, chapter 6f 


Sf og8- 


the eternal and infinite Exemplar or 


Pattern of all created Being; by 


whom therefore he made the Worlds 


and who is a diſtinct infinite ſpiritua 


Being in him, and infinitely united 


it Te 


St. John's goſpel.— The omnipotent, 


inlinitely intelligent and beneficent 


Spirit of Power, Knowledge, and Love, 
proceeding from the Father, and the 


Son, from the Being, Intellect and ef- 
ſential Wiſdom, and Will. of God; 


who is therefore. diſtin in the Eter- 
nal Being, yet united and coexiſtent 
with the other two, and of the fulneſs 


of Him, Who filleth all in all, is the 
Spirit of God that moved upon the 


face of the waters, Genelis i. 2. that 


enabled the Apoſiles to work miracles 
_ —that inſpired and ſpake in them and 
the Prophets; and the PFaraclete, or 


true Confoxter,. the Holy. Mache ever 
blelſed Spirit of God. 


(a) The Church hath obtained a Tocſter from the ſaered Wei. 
Mags neee. 


To 
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| 1-41 eros ee Bart e ator 
Eternal, inviſible, . and immortal Spirit, 
19 111 Three" Perſons 
A ee 
Be Glory, ſor ever. and ever. Amen. 
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ceedeth from God, is the Lord and Giver of Life, knowledge 
and benevolent affetions. How then dare ſome Men, u 
reſume to call themſelves Chriſtians; doubt of his Being? Is 
e not abſolutely called a diſtinct Perſon in the Divine Nature, 
Matth. xxviii. 197 Thus we fee this Spirit proceeding from 
it is a Being exiſtent in the Divine Nature, as well as the eſſen - 
tial wiſdom or Verd eternally begotten of the ſelfexiſtent ſim- 
ple Mind or Spirit, and reſident in him. And that each is a 
diiſtinct Fxs in the great Eu, Entium, exiſting after the ſame 
mode of Being; a Mind or Spirit endued with the fame At- 
tributes or Per fections and One in Him : is eternal, unchange- 
able, &. For whatever ſpiritual eſſential Being is in God, as 
his Wiſdom; or proceeds from him, as the intelligent ſpirit of 
His power and lobe, the ſpirit of 'TRUTH, cannot be inane or 
non-exiſtent; as I have already obſerved. And when once 
we believe their Exiſtence, and we cannot do otherwiſe, we 
are obliged to acknowledge their union and co- exiſtence with 
him ; For it is allowed now and acknowledged on all hands, 
| that there is but one God. The whole tenor of ſcripture 
vouches and affirms theſe things; and they are matters ſo 
N plain that any philoſophic mind, truly ſo called, may eaſily ap · 
pon their truth. And I will be hold to aſferm, that this 
ö I — — whereon any man may, with aſſured confi- 
| dence reſt: ſuch a Rock of our faith, that every one may, 
r 
ſr 


with divine help, ſafely build his upon it; eſpecially when he 
9 theſe things are the objects of it in the ſacred 
Writings. e eee nee een 
A Nor what confounds men in their Inquiries into and Con- 
templations of the Divine Nature is this. Being all taught 
and qualified of God, that is, having no proper exiſtent Know. & 
ledge or Power of their own;'they can form no good diſtin 
2 Idea of the exiſtent Wiſdom, and fpiritual intelligent Power of 
. God]; nor of the nature of theſe diſtinct Eſſences, the mode of 
cheir exiſtence in the Divine Nature, and their Union with 
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the Father of Spirits. And indeed it is no wonder they can- 
not; for, though they find they have an intelligent Being 
themſelves, how it exiſts, even that they know not. I canno 
blame Men for r haviog belief in the true exiſtence of 
0 


e re e or power of their-own : which are not in them pro- 
perly as ſuch; but derived to them from God in whom they 


* 


eſſentially exiſt, But what I blame them for, and with reaſon, 
is; that ſeeing, from conſidering their own nature or any 
other more abſtracted ways of thinking ſolely, they can never 
rationally hope to obtain any ideas tolerably competent of the 
Divine, they will not have Faith in his Revelation wh not 
believe in him, who has informed them therein of the true 

of his Exiſtence, as far as they are capable of underſtanding 
it: but will obftinately ſet up their own pretended Knowledge 
in 8 to this very Revelation, becauſe they cannot com- 
pr r 19353 aH 8th Ts 3154; [1363 1-745; 
Men, it is true, may think concerning, and reaſon, and pro- 


p + % 


perly enough, of the Manner of their own Exiſtence, in or- 


der to obtain ſome knowledge of, the Divine, in the Image of 
which they are made. And if they do this, and will but give 
themſelves leave to think properly about it, they will Kad, 
notwithſtanding their rejection of the belief of three diſtinct 
ſpiritnad Eſſences. in Unity in the Godhead, that the ſame is 


exemplified in them, as Men: who are endued with certain 


progeeries of Exiſtence or Life, have an Underſtanding, and 
= Will; and theſe three diſtinct Eſſences ſo wonderfully united 
In one Subject, as far exceedeth their comprehenſion ; and of 
the mode of which exiſtence, and how it is ſo in them, the 

can give no better account, than they can of that of the dil. 
tinct Eſſences in the Friune Dei tx. 

Certainty it is not ſurpriſing that the Wiſdom, whereby 
God: teacheth men knowledge, nor that the Power, whereby 


he giveth them life and being, ſhould eſſentially. exiſt in him, 


in the manner we have ſhewn and Scripture. declares : nor ex- 
traordinary that he, the fountain of all Being, who hath en- 
dued men with theſe Powers, ſhould, be thus abſolutely perfect. 

This leads me to an Obſervatien, that, though we may thus 
reaſon concerning}. the Divine Nature from our own, we are 
not to carry the compariſon too far; attempt to think of God 
as of tourfelves z nor apply the properties, much leſs, the de- 
fects of the Creature to the Creator. For God is in Heaven: 
Man an Eartli. God is infinite: man is finite; has no Being, 
Underttanding, or Will, but what is imparted to him. "by 


God, the:fountain of intelligent exiſtence, the eſſential Word 


Sas bogat; and in him; Wiſdom reſideth in his dun egg 
Being. Man, though 5 eee an Under- 
manding to receive it, hath no re 


— his dun. From Ged proceedeth the ſpirit of infinite 
wer, Knowledge and Love 900 in his Nature this third 
Kimi abſolutely perfect. Where- 

28 


Perſon eſſentially exiſts ; in 


+ 


n, no wiſdom. that is pro- 
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as Man, even in his beſt eſtate, when he came out of the 
hands of his creator, never had any exiſtence, wiſdom or 
ability of ſelf- determination, any power, knowledge or beni 
affections, but by him, Grough bim, and in him, in whom h 
liveth and moveth and hath bis Being. If then this was the 
caſe with him in his moſt perfect ſtate of exiſtence, as moſt 
certainly it was; what is be now theſe Powers only gradual 
i ring up in him by birth, and in a very faint manner too, as 
he degenerate Offspring of degenerate Parents? what a poor, 


_ dejefted, forlorn, miſerable” creature muſt he then, I ſay, 


avs been in ſuch degenerate ſtate, but for divine help, havin 
orfeited and Toſt the favour of God; being alienated and 15 | 
parated from him: | 8 „ ed 1 ed 
Through the terrible and ſhocking defection of human Na- 
ture, ſome men have been ſo ignorant or wicked, that th 
ither could not or would not conceive of nor believe in an 
ternal Being, that was not One abſolutely; though revela- 


: 


gion pobtively tells them, according to THE TRUTH, that 


there are three Perſons in him. Some again have had ſuch 
rol notions of God, that they have degraded him and them- 
ſelyes, by attempting to bring down both to mere matter. 
While Others have been ſo weak and enthuſiaſtic, as to diſ- 


believe the exiſtence even of this: making, though not inten- 


tionally, God the Father of lies, the ex.hibiter of falfhood ; 


as if there was no Truth in him. Whither, 'O whither, 0 
weak mortais will our vain fancies lead us; At what Point 
It is certainly ſtrange that few men have been able to join 


Sientific Philolaphy with religious Faith, in apy cophideratic 
ea 


degree, the great Yerulam and ſome few others'excepted ? and 
that ſuch real Friends ſhould be, as it were, at perpetual vari- 


ance. But ſuch has been the misfortune and fault of unthink- 
ing and unwiſe men, that either ſticking too cloſe to Matter, * 


they never have been able to form notions of any ſpiritual 


Entities which were not annexed to it; ox, though pretend- 


g to philoſophize, dive into am obtain ſome knowledge of 
their nature and occult mode of n. have ſeldom had hu- 


* This was the great cauſe of Idalatry in the heathen World: and 


was, and is a great occaſion of the reception and continuance of that 
woſt wicked kind of it in the Church of Rome ; for men have ever 


but too-prone to ſet up ſome viſible object of religious adoration, 


| This is The“ Myftery of Iniquity, The *Babylon” of the Nations. And 


Rome is on this account juſtly called The Mother of Harlots, and Abo- 


minations of the Earth.“ Rev. xvii. 5. And as ta Deiſts and Arians 


they can never give any good and true reaſon for their rejection of The 
Eſſential Word, begotten of The Father and united to the human na- 
ture; for their diſbelief of his eternal co-exiftence with Him and that 
ef The Holy Spirit, who proceedeth from them © 5 
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mility and obedience enough to proceed upon ſcriptural 
.grounds; even fince Night has been immitted into theſe dark and 
myſterious Inquiries y Revelation, and life and immortality 
has been brought to light by the Goſpel ;_ though the on 
probable means of attaining an infight into them. This has 
een the caſe with almoſt the whole {et of Philoſophers, thro* 
the pride of human knowledge ſettin up for itſelf, For, not 
| pe puts: that there is but one 7 RUT „ which they cannot 
— give being to nor alter, they have ever been too ready to ad- 
7 vance ſome idle fancies of their own, in oppoſition to it. And 
to theſe cauſes are to be attributed their errors on theſe ſublime 
| ſubjects; and that they have not been able to conceive of ſpi- 
; | ritual Being, in any. tolerable manner, ſo as to become the 
Object of their Faith. Now, to repeat it in ſhort once more 
before I leave writing on theſe ſubjects, whatever is of God 
has Being from him, the great Fountain of it. And what- 
ever ſpiritual Being is in his own nature, as 0 eſſential wiſ- 
dom, or proceeding from it, though only the Spirit or Pro- 
ceſſion as his Being, as his infinite Power, Knowledge and 
Love, is not inane; but hath abſolute eternal, unchangeable 
Exiſtence and Power, infinite ſpiritual Intelligence, and is 
endued with unbounded Divine Love in him and from him; 
and as ſuch is a diſtin&t Divine Perſon, and yet One in 
and with Him, and diſtin& from the creature. This is that 
wonder ſul Being by whoſe co-operation all Things were made, 
as is declared in Holy Writ. Which are ſupported in the 
Exiſtence imparted to them, by the Fullneſs of him who fill- 
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eth All in All.* _ 5 53 
\ Let all the World then ſtand in Awe of Him, tremble and 


Thus we have taken our Philoſophy from, and alſo brought it back 
again to Scripture. And if men of philoſophic Minds cannot or will not 
entertain any ideas, or belief of this great Myſtery from what is here 

given them, it is never likely. that they will; except God, by the peculiar 
direction of ſome unforeſeen means, thall think proper to teclaim them ; 
and in his on great Providence and tender Mercy impartittothem. . . 
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JAVING given tag words from Virgil 
1 to The London Reviewers for their 


explanation, to make them fenfible that 


kt 1 - 


and to give them a Taſte for genuine Cri- 


ticiſm, as well as for the amuſement of the 
Learned, give them the true Comment; 
which T do not find in any Notes I have 
ſeen upon this author: all the Commen- 
tators in general having given them à low, 
puerile and falſe turn, unworthy of the fub- 


ject. In fact more agreeable to the vulgar 


notions of a common Pedant, or bluſtering 
AMEN H4 Demagogue, 


be ee 


— 


— 


— 2 = a. Hs 


— — 


— 


2 T 1 Fd ds fc 7 
- — — * — 2 — We — ie — —— — — —— — - - — 


Cos -— ec. 4. eb GE IA we 
N 


Py 


9” => — a 33 — — — inks, — — Y ye tm 1 8 1 
= _ — — =Y : SBS | 54+ "OE \ 
S we Ie - * 3 3 5. *-L * E 1 = x * 3 had 1 * —_— 5 = _- $2 — 7 
— — — * 1 w T's * 9 ee * 1 8 4 * 2 I * 
* — — - 


- . >' =y 
— — 
* R 3 
— 
— 


2 mf © 
—— -»% 


— — —— 2 22 


—— 


4 
41 
N. 
21 
1 
4 
it 
1 4 
7x 
4 
4s 


\ \ 
i, 
: 


= 
: 
1 
4 
2 a 
FR | 


- - CD — — 


— 2 — <4 . — - — — 
2 1 
—— — 1 


lime Writing, is not a matter 


p — 
+ # 
4.14 
* 1 
uh 
! 
4 5 
1 
N q 
N 
- £4 
; | 
-& [ 
E 11 
eie 
. 
i 
1 4 
L i 
_— | 
"Dj 
4} 
. M8 
r 
4M 
my 
+. 
3 
1 
"AF 
** 
1 
1,4 
+: 
1 + 
18 3 
„ 
3 
N 4 
oO 
N 
> 17 
"of 
£4 
Li 
* 
Vw 
+6 
«4h 
3 
1 
1 
1 
8 ' 
CL 
E 
. 
* * 
i 
3 
r 
*, 
+4 
7 x 
5 
7 
1 
1 
1 
4 
d © 
„ 
5 
# be 
N 
3 


9 15 f t] 2 TP > + 
; — * QF we wu £ a " 4 * PP * — = ; 
3 
p p ; > 
* 11 8 2”. J « 2 6 9 
22 n 


A 
* * . 


v 2% 7% 
{ 
2 1 


1 


* 4 * { 
: * 1 o 2 
7 ' 
: | 


| Demagogue) than to the more liberal; juſt 
and exalted ideas gf men of Taſte 
It is undoubtedly amazing te khipk. 
that ſo many learned men, for ſo many 


ry 


Kg een eee 
without conceiving any thing of theit moſt 
ſublime ſenſe: as appears td be the caſe. 
For otherwiſe it is certainly reaſonable to 


think that One at lealt among theſe who 


delight in this kind, of Learning, would 


have. communicated. his notions to the 
World. This I think fairly ſhews, if any. 


thing will, that true Critical Sagacity and 


ſound Judgment, at leaſt in regard of ſub- 
ame Wr not a mz | eaſy to be 
attained ; nor an Office to be ſo rathly 


taken up and executed, as many ſeem now 


a days to think. For true Genius and 


mord eſpecially Critical Ability and ſter- 


ling Judgment are the rare and diftinguiſh- 


ing mark of Divine Favour and Bletfing ; | 


the ſole gift of Gd. 


. 3 


A Poet was by the Ancients called 7 ates, 
a Prophet; and every good one, as a writer 
of THE.TRUTH, in ſome meaſure, and 
in a limited and due ſenſe deſerves the 


name, For God, a8 I have already ob- 
ſerved, alone imparteth Knowledge, and 


iveth to each man the good gifts and abi- 
d for him. Happy 


14 55 indeed | 
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indeed is he Who. on his part,.maketh- the 
Proper uſe of them! The gteat Virgil, 5 
notwithſtanding the heatheniſm of the 
Country he was bred in, by favour of 
krhis help, that is, by the light of Genius 


6 o 


and the inſtruction of THE TRUTH, hath 
very remarkably. and finely expreſſed his 


notions of the attributes of the Deity, in 
| thoſe extraordinary words Nuas ego; though 
he hath put them into the mouth of one 


of the Idols of his Countr. 


Tantane vos generis tenuit fiducia veſtri? 


Jam cœlum terramque neo ſſus numine vents 
Miſcere, et tantas audetis tollere moles 
Luo Ego. Saith he!=(2) that is, How 


comes it, O ye winds that ye, my mi- 


11 
F * 9 


"i (a) A Note from Serwias in the Fariorum edition, upon this 


Paſlage, hath theſe words: Deficit hoc laro ſermo et congrue. And 


-Donatus ſaith with more effect, Duo pronomiaa cum pondere max- 


imo: which is certainly a juſt obſervation. But he doth not 
tell us here wherein this great weight and power of ſpeech 
conſiſt. His notion of it however we are ſoon informed of, in 
another note, by his harping with Ser ius upon the old ſtring 
of Anger and Puniſhment. . The latter indeed, after a miſera- 
ble Obſervation that the word ulciſcar is to be added, rightly 
takes notice that, Ergo: vet rng g; id eftiut ad alterum 


 ſenſum tranſeat. Very true. But what is thig other Senſe ? 


why no other than that of calming the Sea, contradiftinguiſhed 


in this was: and placed in oppoſition and preference to that of 


raiſing Storms. 2uos ego, Sed motos prefiat componere fluctus. 
'T hereby finely en that the Deity is ſhewn to moſt ad- 


vantage in his works of mercy and beneficence. Donatus is 


aware, that this ſame pretended boiſterous Anger and rough 


Threatening all of a ſudden drop, by obſerving that, after 


uus ego, werba iratis deſunt. But how ſuch kind of Anger 
with the immenſe Majeſtic Mildnefs of plact 
ſuch ſenſe may be ſuppoſed to be helped for- 
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niſters, c⁰] I whom I. make uſe of, 
when \Þ' raiſe Tempeſts, ruſſie the furface 
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ward by gravitercommetis, ſuch verbal kind of Commentators 
BE would haye:;done. well to, conſider. For not a word is men- 

=" tioned about Puniſhment till we come to Poſt mibi, &t. which 

4 | | happens to be à pardon with reprehenſiop intimating that, if 

| they offended in like manner in future, they ſhould not come 
off ſo well. But, ſay the Commentators, Quo ego ulciſrar. 
Sed mates prafiat componere fudtus. Now how it comes abou 
that. a Deity cannot both puniſh, if he be ſo diſpoſed, anc 

i calm the Sea too, even at the ſame inſtant of time, is, I con- 

1 | feſs,, What I cannot comprehend. Nor ſhall I readily be 
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broug t to think that ſuch a wi iter as Virgil, though an hea- 
then, could have wrote ſo meanly. But it ſeems. that they, 
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41 abſurdly enough, thought his hands were too full of buſineſs, 
| Us Beſides, deficit hoc loco jermo, &c. faith Servius. But how this 
44 can be if we are to join Quo ego, with ſed motos, &c. I cannot 
i underſtand ;. for then the period would be improperly placed 
1 . at the former, and the ſenſe, according to them, would run 


thus. Vbom I ſboula now puniſh; but that it is, or, if it were not 
better to appeaſe the troubled wwatves,' I am not clear in my own 
4 mind that walde iratus (for as to graviter iratus which the 
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1 4 Delpbin Edition has put upon it, it appears to me to be nonſenſe) ; 

A is the true ſenſe of graviter commotus. Grawiter is a word na- 
=. | . turally of a quite different import; and means griewonſly, /0: e- 

1 55 ſadly, as well as greatly, Why then may not thoſe words 
_ be rendered greatly moved, or ſorely vexed, as well as very an- 
4 k 1 gry? a ſenſe which, by reaſon of being ſo in the neighhour- 
4 [ | hood of placidum caput, it ſeems not at all likely that they will 
OY fatrly bear. daun . $64 voor ao 11:4 
WC Examples are adduced from Terence and others to ſhew the 
1 if uůſe of this figure of Speech: which may ſerve well enough as | 
4 dlaſſical notes for underſtanding Latin; but will never do to 


illuſtrate the ſublime ſenſe of ſuch an Author, in ſo capital a 

Paſſage of his Writings : wherein his: fine Genius, all on a 

ſudden breaks out and ſhines forth with ſuch Luſtre; and the 

nature and extent of it is ſo well exemplified. For be hath 
here given a faithſul copy of his Mind. The conſideration of 

f vrhich and ſome other things convince me, that 1 am thereby as | 

| well acquainted with the true meaning of his words, as if he 8 
| had communicated his ideas to me when he wrote them. And 
| 
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3f any Man of diſcernment, in reading this part of his uri - 
ting, will but pay due attention to the preceding words meo 8 
ue numine venti, they will naturally lead him to the true ſenſe 
i | f Ruos ego, (a ſenſe confirmed by the ſucceeding ones alſo) 
AH _ eſpecially if withal he duly conſider the ſtrong emulation of 
4 | | Homer ſo remarkable in this Author, | | | 
il! t of 
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of and raiſe mountains upon the face of 
the boiſterous Deep, * dare thus invade my 
Prerogative and, without my permiſſion, 
do this? without my Juprewng: m. 
and Divine Command. F 
The words under conſideration. contain 
a very peculiar, forcible, and ſublime mode 
of Speech; an Expoſtulation joined with 
conſcious thought, contemplation and aſ- 
ſertion of his own immenſe and infinite 
Dignity: there being a kind of ſudden 
tranſition from the former to the latter, 
with which it is joined. This probably 
is the reaſon why the note of Interrogation 
is carried on no farther than - zollere moles : 
which ſhould otherwiſe have been placed 
after Quos ego. For the ſentence and ſenſe 


ends with the e as Servius Harn well f 


obſerved. 

This Paſſage is aialbgovi in THE 
7RUT H to thoſe expreſſions in Holy 
Writ, where God aſſerteth his Diſtinction 

from the creature, by the great Attributes 
. of his Nature; and the wonderful, wiſe 
and benevolent works of Creation and Pro- 
vidence : inſtances of which _ are ma- 


. I * 1 : 
4 4 * PR Aa” ” 0” 4 I 


— 


— 


* Though ZEolus was * of the RY ION z yet it is to be TY 
ſerved, that the ſuperior heathen Deities, as Neptune, had the 


command of them. See oy OO in 2 18 al- 
lud ed to. . 


* 


CE IIS) 


— — — —— — 
AY 2 


4 
f 
| 
| 
pt 
" 
| 

ö 


* 
— — ro Peg — — 
. 1 ,” - 
4 » 


* 
——— 


Fw 1 


ny in the latter end of the bock of Job, 
in the Prophets and Pſalms. Tantane vos 
generis tenuit . fiducia veſtri, &c. Quos ego. 
faith Virgil's Neptune, falſly aſſuming 
the Attributes of the Deity. I am and 
here is none elſe, ſaith the true God him- 
ſelf, ex 1þ/o Verbo Veritatis, in order to give 
Mortals juſt ideas of the eternal, and infi- 
nite mode of his exiſtence, who is Being 
titſelf, and of their own infinite Inferiority. 
Io me it is utterly inconceiveable how 
any man of ſenſe could read ſuch words 
without having ſome idea of their ſubli- 
mity; for the Ego being placed laſt in 
the ſentence bears plain reference to, and 
has a retroſpect of what preceded in it. In 
which Neptune reaſons with and repre- 
bhends the Winds with Dignity and Mild- 
neſs, though with ſtrength, for acting with- 
out his Divine Authority: Beſides, as nec 
latuere doli fratrem Funonis et iræ, they were 
certainly more pardonable by him who. 
knew who had employed them. 1 
the ſenſe. at firſt reading; and was con- 
vinced in my own mind, that it alluded to 
ſome paſſage in Homer, of whom Virgil is 
well known to have been a faithful Imita- 
tor and ſtrong Emulator, where Neptune 
is deſcribed raiſing a Storm; and T imme- 
diately found it in the — 
v | ine 
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Une 29 1 to 297 df Which and the oy 


ing deſcription” of the Tempeſt in Homer, 
the Tneid, even ſo far back as line 88 of 


this firſt Book; where'the Latin Poet begins 
to defctibe the ſtorm raiſed to 0 oy 


Aneas is an Imitation: it he-topies and 


enideavours to excel. But the lities I. 550 | 


quoted are what Vitgil had chiefly in vie ww; 
namely, Hotnet's deſcription of Ns 
raiſitig the Tempeſt to geg Ulyſſes: 
bal undo LJ ſublime a Pegs x 15 
ally in all the. Ode. | 
In order therefore to (cape unt, to 
obtain proper ideas of the ſublime nature 
of the words of Virgil, we are to obſerve 
that Hetein is a ſttong emblation of Homes, 
and fttetiucus” endeavour iti # 156 Latin to 


excel the Greek Pbet, in this capital In- 


ſtance. He had indeed in N of him, 
as 1 habe already, obſerved, deſcribed a 


Storm Juſt before; but this would nor ſa- 


"risfy him. And as he never had Vanity 
endugb, but mote und Judgment Hah 
to think of ſurpaſſing him in grand De- 
ſeription, he has come up to him at once, 
in fegard even of the ſublime Paſſage quoted, 
if not ſurpaſſed him, by one bold Sttoke, 


and by Sublimity of Thought; in cheſe 


Words. And afterwards, with the moſt coa- 
fummate JEN, and by the Proper 
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jeſtie Deſeription, where, he deſeribes he 
appeaſing of the Storm, and the calming of 
the Sea; and; after a; different mode of 
writing, agreeable to the true and natural 
bent ok bus own, fine Genius and tendency 
of his mind, excelled. him in another way. 
„The omnipotent Power and tempeſtuous 
„Wrath of; the incenſed, Peity, in raifing a 
Storm, is undoubtedly a ſubject fraught 
with Grandeur; and which requires the 
moſt; noble elevation of Thought to de- 
ſcribe „ And to delineate, as it were, its ef- 
FeQs, the boldeſt ſtrokes, and the higheſt 
degree of colouring. But----to conceive 
Jultly of, to have and expreſs true ideas of 
the acid Power, to bring to light, ſhew 
25 and-exhibit, in ſuch an Age of Idola- 


1 


try and out of the midſt of ſuch groſs 


4 


darkneſs of mind and pbſecrity of error, 


1 | 


P : 


the mild effects of the infinite benevolence 
of the, Deity, requires the fineſt Genius, 
the moſt delicate Touches, and the 4 7 
Judgment. We have a grand Specimen 
of. the former kind in the 18th; and of 
both in the 104th and 107th Pſalms. And 
in inſpired Writers indeed, inſtructed by 
the immediate influence of the very Spirit 
of Truth, no wonder it is we meet with, 
e ee 0009 nene. 
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Ages have been ſo intoxicated! 


= 211 1 


PR TY ad pungkarle laang 85 


mit, But, in order to form a; kigbt no- 


tion of Virgil s powers, we are to take bim, 
as aboye hinted, under all the diſadvantages | 


| of che; ignorant and idolatrous Age he lived 


. ji; called the « rel ft of \the, Wo 


Barbarians. Aud too many even in 


2 —_ of learning; as to prefer it ad that of 
the rel to all other Compolitiq hs even 
to g he ſettugrat. nought the molt exalted, 

; ſublime; and true writings of Inſpiration. 
9 2 But What Was heathen Learning, what 
ght of ſublime knowledge. hadit in fact 
to h boaſt of, of, which has. not been long ago 
F effectually, rendered dim, faint and:obſcure; 

ahd. as it were totally eclipſed by the u- 

perior and more excellent Compoſitions in 


the facred Writingsz the effulgent bri ght-. 


neſs, and, jupreme light of the Golpel.! . 


But to take things as they are, and to 


give inſtructed heathen knowiedge in Virgil 
* due, we cannot do leſs than acknow- 
ledge our ſurprize at fiuding him, under 
all his difadvantageous circumſtances, what 


he is. Sed mates præſtat componere fludtus, 
" faith then the great Latin Poet, who 


flouriſhed in an Ne” of Peace; Who was 


= qualified 


peculiar and much greater Matic Subli- = 


in their Days, 


W ith. this 


E 


qualified and rendered able, by the fapretl 
Power, to deſcribe ; * who, I will venture 
to ſay, was appointed by Divine Direction 
to celebrate its benevolent Reign, when 
the Prince thereof came into the World, 
in oppoſition to the tremendous anger of 
an incenſed Deity. Agreeable to this is 
the ſumma placidum caput extulit undu: and, 
as to the words, fic ait, et dicto citius Fus l 
 aequora Pacat, [ have already given my no- 
tions of them. The ſublimity of them 
according to THE TRUTH is ne 
More Obſervations could I make, more 
Compariſons could I draw, and fair ones 
too, would it anſwer any good purpoſe. 
Be it ſufficient then to ſay, that many of 
the remaining lines to Verſe 160, and el- 
pecially the three laſt, contain a Deſcrip- 
tion full of ſuchDignity; are a Piece work- 
ed up and finiſhed with ſuch maſterly 
- Strokes; ſuch delicateTouches, as probably 
no natural human power, but fach as pro- 
ceeded from ſo mild, majeſtic and ſublime 
à Genius, and fo true a Judgment as that 
of this Author, under his eee 
could have produced. "2 TER 
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